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DISCOURSE. 



By the constitution of the Historical and Philosophi- 
cal Society of Ohio, it is made the duty of the President 
of this association, at the anniversary each year, to de- 
liver a public discourse on some subject lying within the 
appropriate fields of its investigation. Occupying, at the 
present time, the position referred to, I appear before 
you, Gentlemen of the Society, for the purpose of dis- 
charging the duty thus imposed. And the theme to 
ivhich I have thought proper to invite your attention, is — 
The Pacts and Conditions of Pbogrebs in the North- 
western SECTION OF THE UNITED StATES. 

That part of American Literature, which is made «p 
of the different descriptions of the Pubhc Discourse, de- 
livered on occasions of anniversary and other periodical 
celebrations, though ehardcterized by a brilliant diction 
and a philosophic spirit, and informed with the learning 
of by-gone ages, has been too often deficient in the great 
events bearing upon our own immediate times, and, con- 
seqaently, lacking in that prophetic spirit, whose broad 
and intelligent survey extends at once over the past and 
the fiiture, and founds upon the present an encouraging 
hope for man. 

The great majority of these discourses, which do not 
perish in the day that gives them birth, are evidently the 
work of abilities far beyond my own, and fiUed with a 
wisdom to which I make no pretensions. It would ill bc- 
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come me, especially on an occasion like this, to usurp the. 
seat of literaiy justice, and pronounce judgment upon 
them, even if satisfied, as I am not, that their defects 
were many. All I mean to say is, that it seems to me 
they too often, though filled with the wisdom of Egj'pt, 
the art of Greece, and the grandeur of Rome, though 
charged with the learning of the European Continent and 
instinct with the spirit of liberty that has moved with a 
mighty presence from the Isle of Britain, yet feil to pro- 
duce and array, as they might, the facts that have borne 
upon our own past, and shape our immediate present, and 
wOI enter into our near and far future. Many of them 
have also been deficient, I think, in making that clear 
and distinctive presentation of the conditions of our pro- 
gress as a people, which would be usefiil to us, both as 
warning voices and as guiding hands. 

In attempting to do for our own section of the Union, 
what so many have tailed to do for other sections and for 
the whole, I may he undertaking that which is beyond 
the capabilities of a single discourse, and feU also. But 
feeling, in the broad and beautiful region of country to 
which I belong, an interest surpassed by that of no other 
man ; having watched its progress for a quarter of a cen- 
tury, with a closeness that has permitted little to pass un- 
observed ; and possessmg some views as to its future ad- 
vancement, which are the result of my best reflections, I 
feel impelled, be the hazard what it may, to make the 
attempt. 

My subject divides itself naturally into two parts : the 
firstj treating of the facts of our past progress ; the sec- 
ond, of the conditions of our future a 
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I. The Facts of Past Progress in the North-Western 
States. 

The facts of oui' past progress, I do not propose to 
show m anything like detail. This would be an eneyclo- 
pedie task — even were it desirable — for which I should 
not have time, nor you patience. Beside, our history is so 
recent, that its details are familiar to the minds of all of 
adult age. The general features of that progress, with 
the grand outhne of the domain upon which it has been 
made, are all that I shall attempt to present. 

Progress being one of those indefinite terms, which are 
made, in the using, to mean, at times, almost anything, 
and at other times almost nothing, it may be proper to 
determine its signification as employed in this d^eourse. 
Ordinarily, it is made to stand for almost anything in the 
nature of movemeiit, physical, moral, or spiritual — for- 
ward, sidewise, or backward. Here, it m used in its most 
comprehensive sense, as the equivalent of the term Hu- 
man Civilization. But even this explanation may be un- 
satkfectory ; for Civilization itseU" is a word more easily 
understood through its popular signification, than defined 
from its classical origin. Symbolically, it may be de- 
scribed as a plant of everlasting growth, whose roots are 
in the nature of man, which germinates in his savage 
state, which sends up its stately trunk and develops its 
beautifiil foliage in his political or social condition, which 
unfolds its flowers only in a state of human excellence 
that has not yet been reached by any nation of the earth, 
and which finally matures its fruits among the angels of 
heaven, in the Great Hereafter. Or it may be presented 
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as an unbroken chain of events and consequences, whose 
beginning is in the soul of man as he exists upon earth, 
whose links are perfect to the Eternal Eye, though to the 
human vision their connection is often lost, whose diiFer- 
ent sections stretch from historic epoch to epoch, under 
the Supreme design and guidance binding together the 
whole, and whose end is in the bosom of God. 

But in less abstract terms, Civilization may be de- 
scribed as that part of human progress which takes man 
in his savage or his nomadic state, — that ste.te which had 
its type in the Gfothic hordes before the Conquest of 
Rome, or that which is represented now by the ^vild In- 
dian tribes of the North-American Continent, — and in- 
structs his understanding, cultivates the affections of his 
heart, elevates his tastes and desires, improves his physi- 
cal condition, till he is endowed with the arts generally of 
peaceftd and associated life : agriculture, commerce, trade, 
manufactures, science, painting, sculpture, music, litera- 
ture, and others of the more elegant and refining accom- 
plishments of Society. 

The art and the weapons of war belong to the nomadic 
and the savage state, as do also reli^ons, and, to some 
extent, the marriage relation, with more or less skill in 
rude fabrics. These, therefore, are not peculiar to civili- 
zation, though existing with it, and carried by it to a 
condition of refinement of which their original state gives 
but the feeblest promise. 

Neither Christianity, nor a knowledge of God, is 
necessarily a part of human civilization, in all its first 
developments, even to a state of very great perfection. 
The Apostle Paul found a high civilization at Athens, 
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where temples the most beautifiil the world has seen 
were dedicated, in express terms, "To the Unknown 
God." Kobespierre lived amid the highest civilizatioii 
known in the eighteenth century, and in it the names of 
God and Christ were both mocked, and Human Reason 
was enthroned as the Supreme InteUigence. 

Modern civilization, however — which is but another 
term for Christian civiHzation — has a more compre- 
hensive signification than the word Civilization simply. 
The ancient civilizations were essentially selfish. Kings, 
priests, and nobles, were the almost exclusive recipients 
of their bounties, while the masses of people remained 
ignorant, oppressed, superstitious, and were of Httle 
weight in either the church or the state.* Amid the 
splendors of those old civilizatioi^, agriculture, commerce, 
and manufectures, flourished; the art of war was care&Uy 
cultivated; and, among the opulent and selfish few, the 
elegant arts, literature, science, and the refinements of 
life generally, were carried to a high state of perfection. 
But all this was for the castes and orders, and not for the 
masses of men The results were, the elevation of the 
few, and the degndition of the many. 

From tliose mcient civilizations, the modem civfliza- 
tion difiers essentullj It is emphatically the civilization 
of MAN: not that of kmg'^. priests, and nobles. It is 
pervaded by the spirit of Love— the spirit of Jesus— 
which is a spirit of good to man. It is foil-charged with 

* From this general characterizing, the Hebrew civilization, 
which had the knowledge of God, and was la some peeuhar 
manner under his immediate direction, is, of course, excepted. 
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the promises of the Gospel, which promises come to all 
who shall hear and heed them. It speaks to the 
poor and lowly, as nothing else has spoken, but the 
voice of the Son of God. It says U) the proud noble, 
whose brows are decked with a dazzling coronet, to the 
priest at the altar, dressed in his shining vestments, to 
the monarch on his imperial throne, whose word is fate to 
the millions over whom his dominion extends, and whose 
blazonry of diamonds, and stars of gold, and robes of 
purple, rival the kst«r of the glittering heavens: "Dust 
thou art, mul unto dust shalt thou rdurnV while to' the 
humblest human being, who looks up from his low estate 
and his hard toil, and blesses God, it shouts; "Be of good 
cheer! Thou art a man! The Son knoweth thee, and 
the Father forgetteth thee never! The day of deliver- 
ance draweth nigh!" 

The ancient civilizations were sensuous: the modern 
civilization is spiritual. The ancient civilizations encour- 
aged distmctions: the modern civilization proclaims, in 
tones that thrill and echo through the universe, "God is 
no respecter of persons!" The ancient civilizations made 
of woman a slave to man's caprices, appetites, and power, 
and denied her anything approaching to equality of stete 
with him: the modern civilization declares her equality, 
praises and protects her virtues, seeks to educate her in- 
tellect and develop her deepest affections, and proclaims her 
"a ministering angel" amid the doubt, and suffering, and 
nefarious wrongs of life. The ancient civilizations built 
the pyramids and the palaces of Egypt, founded the mag- 
nificent empu-es and the rich cities of Asia, erected the tem- 
ples of Greece, and constructed the Appian Way and the 
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Roman Aqueducts: the modern civilization builds the 
common school, the christian church, the lunatic asylum, 
the institution for the blind, the school for the deaf and 
dumb, the hospital, and the almshouse. The ancient 
civilizations inclosed their cities, and even their countries, 
within high and strong walls, to protect them alike from 
the rapacity and the weapons of neighboring peoples: 
the modern civilization connects its cities by good roads 
and canals, to invite visits from one another, and con- 
structs railways from state to state, and across continents 
from ocean to ocean, to facilitate intercommunication, and 
thus brings and binds peoples together, instead of walling 
them apart. The ancient civilizations decorated the 
walls and columns of their temples and dwellings with 
paintings and sculptures, representing personal conflicts, 
conquerors returning from battle bearing the dismembered 
heads of the slain, and other evidences of the bloody 
exertion of brute strength: the modem civilization fills 
its private residences and public halls with paintings and 
statues that awaken the purer associations, call into 
activity the higher sentiments, and fill the mind and 
heart with images of beauty, truth, hohness, and love. 
The ancient civUizations sent armies abroad, to conquer 
and subdue with the sword and with fire: the modern 
civilization sends the schoolmaster and the missionary" 
abroad, to conquer and subdue with intellectual light, 
with gospel truth, with human and divine love. 

Such in itself and such by contrast, is Modem Civ- 
ilization: the Progress of which I speak. Eighteen 
hundred years ago its seeds were sown in Palestine and 
the Holy Land, and since then they have been silently 
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but ceaselessly germinating, and springing up, and s 
ing over the world, which is sooner or later to feel their 
presence in its whole extent. Just at ibis time, from 
the mckedness and folly of other nations and the fitvors 
shown our own, the elements of a civilization still higher 
than even this, seem to be gathering on the wide territo- 
ries of the United States. The physical and moral 
grounds upon which this is basing itself, and the social 
and spiritual conditions of its advancement, are topics 
which would seem to be worthy the consideration of all 
classes, hut especially of the Historical Student and the 
Christian Philosopher. 

On the North-American Continent, scooped out by 
the hand of Omnipotence with wondcrftil adaptation to 
the wants of man, and the purposes of his existence, lies 
the most stupendous and favored Inland Valley upon 
which the sun shines. Having for its eastern edge the 
Allegheny and the Cumberland Mountains, and for its 
western the Roeky Mountains and the Black HOls, for 
its northern rim the summitlands between Lake Win- 
nipeg and the headwaters of the Mississippi River, and 
for its southern the Guadalupe Mountains and the Gulf 
of Mexico, it extends in one direction over twenty-four 
parallels of longitude, and in the otlier embraces eighteen 
degrees of latitude. Within it are all the varieties of 
temperate cKmate, and all the geological and topograph- 
ical features that are essential to fit it for the residence 
of man. It produces in perfection all the fruits and 
vegetables that are most valued by civilized communities 
for wholesome and nutritive properties, and all the grains 
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that are so associated with the history of mankind, as to 
have received the name of "the staff of life." Its rivers 
are the most wonderfiil known to Christendom, and its 
lakes are so large, and commercially so important, as to 
have been designated " inland seas." Its mineral wealth 
is heyond computation; the richness of its soil is inex- 
haustible; and its general adaptation to the purposes of 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, is unsui^assed, 
perhaps unequaled, by that of any other part of the 
earth. 

Geographically, it is difficult to conceive of anything 
better than the position of this great valley, whose plains 
sti-etch west from the base of the Allegheny Mountains 
to the Mississippi River, with an almost uniform pitch in 
that direction, and east from the base of the Rocky 
Mountains to the same water, with an almost uniform 
pitch in this direction, the two natural divisions meeting 
ill that great trough, and finding on its edges their lowest 
common level. Into the immense channel on this level, 
pour, generally in an east and southeast direction, the 
waters from the hither slopes of the Rocky Mountains, 
and the drainage from the western half of the great 
valley: into it also pour, generally in a west and south- 
west direction, the waters from the hither slopes of the 
Alleghenies, and the drainage of the eastern half of the 
valley: showing that not only have the two natural 
divisions of this Great Basin Plain an eastern and a 
western declivity, but that both divisions have also a 
common pitch to the south, which at the same time 
carries their surplus waters into the Gulf of Mexico, 
exposes their fertile bosoms to the waj-m and generating 
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l)eams of the sun, and secures to them an unfiling 
prevalence of gentle and salubrious winds. 

The western of these two natural divisions of the great 
valley under view, is for the most part a desert land, and 
much of it must for a long course of years remain so. 
Some of it, also, is totally unfitted for the abode of man, 
and will forever continue an uninhabited waste. But the 
uniformly cultivable character of the eastern division, is 
one of the most remarkable features of this re^on. This 
division is watered as is no other known country, and di- 
vided into uplands and lowlands, hillranges and interve- 
ning valleys, heavily-timbered tracts and naked prairies, 
which alternate over much of its surface in a manner the 
most fevorablo to the productive interests of life. Up- 
land and lowland, prairie and forest, ahke have a soil of 
great fertihty, the capacity of which to produce, under 
good tillage, is ineshaustible. 

In this division of the great valley, natural and artifi- 
cial causes have induced a subdivision, the more impor- 
tant part of which is called the North-West. The region 
thus known has an almost uniform south-western expo- 
sure, and embraces nearly the whole of the valley north 
of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, stretching from the 
western slopes of the AUeghenies to the Mississippi River, 
and beyond that great natural Une ascending the westr 
em division iixst to the eighteenth parallel of longitude 
west from Washington, then to the nineteenth parallel, 
and finally (in Minnesota) to the twentieth. This region, 
as now organized and civilly divided, embraces the States 
of Kentucky; Ohio, Indiana, Ilhnois, Missouri, Michi- 
gan, Iowa, and Wisconsin, with Minnesota Territory., 
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the aggregate superficial area of which is 478,349 square 
miles — to which I add a small strip of Western Virginia 
and Western Pennsylvania lying immediately upon the 
Ohio River, and on its two forming tributaries chiefly near 
their point of confluence, and obtain, in round numbers, 
the grand territoral extent of 500,000 square miles, or 
three hundred and twenty millions of acres : * a territorial 
superficies greater than the entire extent of the Original 
Thirteen States of the Union. 

This is the great field of observation, that is now spread 
before mc. And ere surveying it, with a view to my ulti- 
mate purpose, it is necessary to go back to some specific 
period, as a starting point from which to trace its pro- 
gress. We are now just at the middle of a hundred 
years. The meridian line of the nineteenth century is 
over our heads. Fifty years is but a short time in the his- 
tory of great nations: and fifty years ^o the oldest State! 
of this re^on, was admitted into the Union. To the be- 
ginning of this century, then, let us turn, for a moment, 
and see what there was in the re^on under view, at that 
time, to invite the presence of civUized man. At Pitts- 
burgh, at Marietta, at Cincinnati, at the Falls of the Ohio, 
on the Muskingum, the Kentucky, the Wabash, the Up- 
per Mississippi, and the Illinois Rivers, and scattered about 
at a few other pointe, were small vUlages, composed in 
part of hardy adventurers, soldiers, and traders, in a small 
3 of men of education and ambition, who had sought 



* See note A. 

t Kentucky, it is true, was admitted in 1792, but did not fairly 
get "under way" as a State till 1799, when she amended her 
ConsUtution. 
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the region that they might grow up with it to wealth and 
distinction, and to some extent of reli^ous missionaries 
and their converts from among the atorlgmal tribes. 
There were none of the reiinemeuts of life here, and but 
few of its comforts. The whole population of the State of 
Kentucky was then 220,955 persons, that of what is now 
the State of Ohio was 45,365, and that of Indiana 4,875. 
And tliis was about all : 271,195 persons, scattered over 
an area of 500,000 square miles — making an average of 
one person to a fraction less than two square nules. On 
the Ohio Uiver were a few barges and keelboats, and now 
and then one or two of this description of craft would 
ascend the Upper Mississippi to Si Louis; but the waters 
of the Illinois, the Wabash, and other streams, and those 
also of the Lakes, were still swept by the birchen bark of 
the Indian. Ten years later, Kentucky had a population 
of 406,511 persons, Ohio of 230,760, Indiana of 24,520, 
Missouri of 20,845, Illinois of 12,282, and Michigan of 
4,762 : making an agregate of 699,680, or one person 
on the average to about every three quarters of a nule 
square. 

The tide of emigration had now feirly set in tins Sec- 
tion. Little communities were pitching their tents and 
building their cabins on most of the better streams. The 
settler's ax resounded through the depths of the wilder- 
ness in aU directions, and the blue smoke curled above 
the tops of the tall trees, at once advising newcomers of 
the presence of a habitation, and giving the watchful sav- 
age note of a place where he might strike at those who 
were encroaching on his old heritage. The Indians were 
now receding fast before the whites — going reluctantly, but 
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every year further and further — their dark forms disap- 
pearing m the recesses of the wilderness, as the dusky. 
shadows of a dark and unblest age, recede and disappear 
before the light of a high, christian civihzatiou. And 
all this continued — and in another period of ten years, 
the population of the region had swelled to 1,423,622. 

A new agent of civiHzation and settlement was now in- 
troduced. The keel of the steamboat had been plowhig 
the waters of the West for throe or four years. This de- 
scription of navigation was no longer a mere experiment. 
Speaking relatively to what was then attempted, it had 
succeeded ; and every time the escape of steam or the 
splash of the paddles woke the echoes of the stiU solitar;^ 
shores, a requiem sounded for the departing Indian, and a 
song of gladness went up for the arrival of his adventur- 
ous successor. The genius of Fulton was, in the hands 
of these adventurers, the Lamp of Aladin : it opened to 
them freely the doors of the Great West, frightened away 
their enemies, and displayed to their enraptured gaze, the 
many and glittering charms of this beautiful land. And 
stLU the paddles dashed the waters — and still the pier- 
cing shriek of the escapepipe woke the deep echoes — 
and stiH the child of the forest receded further and further 
— and stiU rolled on the stream of emigration, through the 
gaps of the Cumberland, over the hights of the AJleghenies, 
down into the rich vaUey through which coursed the calm 
waters of the Ohio. And another period of ten years 
passed — the third decade in the half century — and the 
population was become 2,298,390. 

By this time, over nearly the whole broad bosom of the 
region which I have mapped out, were scattered the habi- 
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tations of men, antl introduced the institutions of ohristiau, 
civilized life. In the interiors of its different sections, the 
wigwams of the savage had given place to the cahins of 
the newcomers, and the farmhouses of the first settlers. 
On the small streams, which everywhere sent up their 
glad voices, giving to the deep solitude a tongue that 
was eloquent, the hand of enterprise had taken the wil- 
ling waters, and borne them to the clattering wheels of the 
manufectory, where they labored and yet sported, and, 
like virtue, were overruled and yet free. On the broad 
lakes, on the mighty rivers, the arm of Steam — 

" That fleshless arm, whose pulses leap 
With floods of living fire," — 

was propelling the ^gantic hull, freighted with hundreds 
of human beings, coming from afar to cultivate the land, 
to fabricate its crude products, to engage in trade and 
commerce, to " multiply and replenish the earth." On the 
great natural highways, populous cities had taken the 
place of the primeval groves, and the schoolhousc, the 
church, the depots of commerce, and the elegant mansion, 
invited the on-coming multitudes to seek in and around 
them new and better homes. And the years of the fourth 
decade were told, and the population had swelled to 
4,131,370 souls. 

Still went on the work. The seat of a commerce of 
hundreds of miUions per year, was this now populous 
re^on.* The marts of its trade were filled with the sur- 
plus products of its soil, which were borne away in thou- 
sands of vessels, to feed the hungry in less-favored lands. 

* See note B. 
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Its flocks were feeding on unnumbered hills, and in count- 
less fields its crops sprang up, and ripened, and bowed be- 
fore the sickle. That subtle Power, which by water had 
brought its myriads of people to its generous bosom, and 
borne its rich products away in exchange for what its own 
sou did not yield, scorned longer to be confined to the 
rivers and the lakes, and their comparatively slow-moving 
keels. Springing upon the dry land, and seeking the 
iron tracks which science and labor had laid on the lev- 
eled earth, he clutched the loaded car with his invisible 
fingers, and bore it from point to point, for hundreds of 
miles, with an ease and a velocity before unknown — 

" The beatings of his migMy heart" 

still sounding through the storm or the calm, and giving 
the only note of his approach, as he rushed through for- 
est and field, over streams and marshes, and around the 
bases of many lulls, with his gigantic burden. Nor was 
this enough. For commerce it might have been, and for 
bodily transit from place to place, but not for thought. 
And nest flashed upon human genius the still more sub- 
tle essence of the electric spark ; and hither came its whis- 
pering wires, stretching from hiU to hiU and fi-om state to 
state, crossing mountains, leaping ravines, spanning rivers, 
and bearing to the depths of this far Interior, in the 
twinkling of an eye, the message spoken a thousand miles' 
away, on the outer rim of the vast Continent. And the 
human tide has still rolled on and on — and the re- 
moter forests of this region have been pierced and sub- 
dued, till the solitudes that, at the period fi-om which this 
retrospect started, heard only the eternal chime of the 
2 
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Falls of St. Anthony, and the wild voices of the dark 
Chippeways, are filling with the homes of civilized man, 
and becoming vocal with prayers and hymns of thanks- 
giving to God. And the fifth decade has gone by, and 
seem miUions now number the population of this region, 
which a half centuiy ago, as was shown, contained less 
than 300,000 souls!* 

Only two prominent facts remain to be mentioned, as 
entering into and assisting this wonderful progress. One 
of them is that blessed boon, the Ordinance of 1787, 
which sprang from the profound regard of the Fathers of 
the Republic for the Rights of Man, and forever closed 
the doors of all that part of the region under view, which 
lies north of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi rivers, 
against the entrance of human slaveiy ; the other is the 
evidence which the settlement of this region has afforded, 
that it lies in just that geographical belt of the globe, to 
which the natural sagacity of man leads hun, when he is 
departing fi-om an old and seeking a new home. These 
two facts, 1 shall consider together. The circumstances that 
connected them, indeed, render them almost insej 



A year ago, m preparing for publication some historical 
and statistical matter about the North-West, 1 had occa- 
sion to construct a series of tables, for the purpose of ex- 
hibiting the influence of lines of latitude on increase of 
population. Though I shall not burden your minds with 
a repetition of these tables here, yet some of the result 
thus obtained 1 shall use, as fully answering my present 
purpose. And, with a view to what is to be done here as 
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well as to what has been done, I start out with the distinct 
proposition, akeady intimated, that the region of country 
of which I am treating — the North-West — lies in the 
geographical belt the most Civorable of any, to the gi'owth 
and support of a numerous, athletic, fi-ee, and enterprising 
people. 

There is an accepted theory among political econo- 
mists, I know, that, as the productiveness of land depends 
principally on heat and moisture, and these increase as 
the equator is approached, the nearer you go to that 
line the more luxuriant and uninterrupted becomes the 
vegetation; and hence the completer the abundance of 
food, and the greater the capacity of supporting a numer- 
ous population. And to sustain this theory elaborate 
tables have been constructed, setting forth, among other 
things, that maize, which produces forty or fifty for one 
in Frauee, will produce one hundred and fifty on the 
average in Mexico; that an arpent of land, which will 
scarcely support two men when sown in wheat, wOl 
support fifty when planted in bananas; that the same 
extent of ground which supports four persons at the 
latitude of sixty degrees north, will support, fifteen at 
the latitude of forty-five, and one hundred at (0) the 
equator; and that as eighty-five is to thirty-five, so is 
the productiveness of the usefiil soil within thirty degrees 
of the equator, as compared with that of the usefid soil 
beyond thirty degrees and within sixty — the latter being 
capable of supporting two hundred persons to each square 
mUe, and the former four hundred and ninety persons. 

Though mean temperature, which is influenced by 
altitude, as well as latitude, is an importamt element in 
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calculations of this kind, and may very materially modify 
the preceding theory, yet, that thk theory is true in 
respect to ikat sort of persons whom bananas and other 
tropical fruits will produce and satisfy, I do not care to 
dispute. Indeed, so far as the theory applies to mere 
numbers, I am willing to admit its correctness. But mere 
numbers do not make great nations. The men of bananas 
are not the men of muscle or mind — not the men among 
whom free, Christian institutions can be successfully 
introduced, and the arts of production, febrication, and 
exchange be made to flourish. The latitude of the 
banana may present fascinations to an effeminate emigra- 
tion, as that in which Nature produces food without the 
necessity of physical or intellectual exertion on the part 
of those who are to consume it, and in which clothes are 
not among the necessaries of life. So, too, a barbarian 
emigration, driven by wars or oppressions from the frozen 
North, may seek again the latitude of the polar bear, 
whose flesh will satisfy the cravings of hunger, and whose 
skin protect from the severity of cold — the natural 
enemy to be encountered being thus converted, as it 
were, into the fiiend that feeds and clothes. But the 
latitude of the cereal grains, of the wholesome and 
various firuits of the northern temperate zone, of wool, 
and flas, and hemp, is that which a dvilised emigration 
will seek. And this is the latitude of The North-Wist — 
the re^on which I have designated "the most favorable 
of any, to the growth and support of a numerous, athletic, 
free, and mterprising population." 

Let us see, now, what the bistor}' of the last half 
century will say to this theory. By the year 1800, 
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the American people had achieved their political Inde- 
pendence, and fairly started in their career of national 
greatness. The principal states then south of thirty-six 
degrees thirty minutes, were North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, and Georgia — contiguous territory, and all lying on 
the Atlantic seaboard. The aggregate superficial area of 
these states is 131,500 square mUes. Their total popu- 
lation in the year 1800 was 985,795, and in 1840, 
2,039,209. This shows an increase, in forty years, of 
1,053,414, or nearly 107 per cent, for that period. 

The nearest equivalent, in states, which can be found 
to the preceding area, on the seaboard north of thirty- 
six degrees thirty minutes, is composed of Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Vennont, New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Maryland — all, likewise, contiguous territory. 
The aggregate superficial area of these states is 130,853 
square miles. Their total population in the year 1800 
was 2,571,330, and in 1840, 6,335,904. This shows an 
increase, in forty years, of 3,764,574, or 146 per cent.* 

By these figures it is shown, that the natural saga- 
city which, previous to the year 1800, had planted a 
population of 2,571,330 persons on an area of about 
131,000 square miles of territory north of thirty-six 
degrees thirty minutes, and a population of only 985,795 
persons on an equal area south of that parallel, manifested 
itself thereafter in even a more striking degree, for the 
period of forty years — increasing the population of the 
former territory during that time 1 40 per cent., and that 
of the latter not quite 107 per cent. Or, varying the 
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form of the statement a little, and estendiDg the length 
of the period by taking au official estimate of population 
from 1840 to 1850, we have these comparative results, as 
to the two areas: Population to the square mUe of the 
area north in 1800, 19i; of the area south, 7i. Popu- 
lation to the square mile of the area north in 1850, 54-^; 
of the area south, Hi. Showing that, in the space of 
half a century, a particalar area on the Atlantic slope, 
north of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, increased its 
population thii'ty-five to the square mile, while an equiva- 
lent area on the same slope, south of that parallel, 
increased its population only seven to the square mile. 
And now, in order to take a more comprehensive view, 
and for the sake of entire fairness, let us leave the sea- 
board, and pass over the Allegheny and the Cumberland 
Mountains, down into the great Inland Valley described 
at the openhig of this discourse. According to the 
elaborate Report published from the General Land 
Office in Washington City, iu 1849, the entire extent 
of organized territory hi the United States is 1,419,405 
square miles.* Pursuing the parallel thu-ty-six degrees 
thirty minutes through this, from the Atlantic coast 
tfl the western line, we have 701,057 square miles as 
the proportion of the southern division, and 718,348 
square miles as the proportion of the northern division. 
These two divisions of the organized temtory of the 
United States, by an east and -west line, are so nearly 
equal in extent, as to make the presentation of then- 



,y Google 



aggregate and separate populations, past and present, a 
matter of deep interest. 

THREE PBRIODS. 1830. 1840. 1850. 

Aggregate population, 12,866,920 17,063,353 '21,412,230 

Jjforthera division, 9,622,016 12,724,065 16,009,290 

Southern division, 3,244,904 4,339,288 6,402,940 

By this statement it appears, that while the southeni 
division has in twenty years increased its aggregate num- 
bers G6^ per cent, on a population of 3,244,904, the 
northern division has in the same period increased 66j per 
cent., on tliree times that population ! Or, in other words, 
while the southern division, which twenty years ago had 
an average population of 4 6-10 persons to the square 
mile of her territory, has now an average of 7 7-10, the 
northern division, which twenty years ago had an average 
of 13 4-10 persona to the square mile, has now an average 
of 22 3-10 : the latter having increased her numbers 
nearly nine to the square mile since the year ].830, and 
the former having increased hers but a fraction over three 
to the square mile! Another thing appears from this 
statement, which is not fee overlooked, viz., that while 
within a very small fraction of a fiiU half of the entfre or- 
ganized territory of the United States lies south of thirty- 
six degrees thirty minutes, yet north of that parallel is 
almost fiill three-fourths of our entire population ! 

Why, now, is this so ? Why, even supposing original 
settlement to hare been somewhat in iavor of the north 
side of the line — why is it that the disparity existing 
between the two divisions a half century ago, has been 
growing greater and greater ever since, and always in 
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favor of the region north of the dividing line ? Can any 
otlier answer be given than this ? That, after proper al- 
lowance for the influence of freedom in the one, and slavery 
in the other, it is because the natural sagacity of which we 
have spoken instinctively seeks the temperate regions of 
the North-West, with their cereal grains, thek superior 
meats, their abundant fruits, their wholesome vegetables, 
their wool, flax, and hemp, rather than the hotter clime of 
the South-West in the same longitude, with ita cotton, 
sugar, rice, maize, and its yams, oranges, and "bananas." 
And this brings us du:ectly to another point in this 
part of the argument. Official documents show, that of 
the public lands of the United States subject to location 
on military warrants, nndcr the act of February, 1847, 
nearly a full half (4Ti per cent.) was, at the time of the 
passage of that act, in the States of the South-West. In- 
telligent persons will not have forgotten, that in the some- 
what celebrated "Address of Southern Delegates in 
Congress to their Constituents," agi-eed upon in Washmg- 
ton City on the 22d of January, 1849, it was claimed 
that the South had famished for the Mexican War about 
two thirds of the entire number of volunteers, leaving one 
third for the JVorth. But we will cany a part of this claim 
to the credit of that harmless gasconade in which Southern 
Members of Congress arc somewhat prone to indulge, and 
suppose that the two divisions of the Union, cut by the 
parallel thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, famished about 
equal portions of the volunteers for the War. Well, then 
— ofScial documents, again, show that to the 1st of Jan- 
uary, 1849, a total of 2,533,429 acres of land had been 
located on warrants under the law of February, 1847 — 
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2,358,229 acres of which was located in the North-West, 
and only 175,200 acres in the Soiith-West.* 

Allow me to repeat : — The lands subject to entry as 
aforesaid lay about half and half in each of the two sec- 
tions, North-West and South-West; the volunteers to 
whom the warrants were issued, belonged in nearly equal 
numbers to the two great divisions of the country, the 
North and the South ; yet 93 per cent, of the locations 
the first two years are made in the North- West, and but 
7 per cent, in the South-West ! A very large propor- 
tion of the warrants, it is true, had passed out of the 
hands of the original holders, the volunteers, into those 
of speculators, and emigrants seeking settlement; but 
that does not in the least change the nature of the argu- 
ment, or affect its strength. The demonstration seems to 
me to be one of singular clearness and force. Natural 
Sagacity was free to act as it pleased. With its warrant in 
its hand, it could look to the South-West and to the North- 
West, and make choice as it listed. And it did so look 
and make choice. Leaving the rice-swamps to the left, 
with their " ardent sun," and their " peculiar " culture, it 
sought the wheatfields on the right-, with their invigora- 
ting breezes, and their exulting fi-eedom ; and driving its 
stake in the latter, it looked proudly and manfully around, 
and eselaimed, " This is mine ! " 

Such, without descending to the details of religious, hu- 
mane, and educational institutions, of rail-road structures 
and canals, of river navigation, commerce, and manufiic- 
tures, are the great facts of Progress in the North-West. 
And what do they indicate ? Clearly, to my mind, that 

*See Note F. 
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here, in tliJH region of vast capabilities, whose physical 
features I have hastily deUncated, and whose material and 
moral progress I have portrayed in general terms, is to be 
tried an Experiment in Humanity, higher in its character, 
and sublimer in its results, than any yet known. Hither- 
ward come not alone the Christian institutions of eighteen 
centuries, and the art, literature, philosophy, and science 
of six thousand years, but ihe men of all nations., distrust- 
ing the teachings of the past, unsatisfied with the courses 
of the present, and hopeful only of the future. My own 
idea is that here, on this magnificent domain — this un- 
dulating plain, that extends from the beautifiil bases of 
the Allegheny Mountains to the broad, fertile shores of the 
Mississippi River, and stretches its arms from near the 
thirty-sixth quite to the forty-second degree of north lati- 
tude — are in time to be witnessed the freest forms of 
social development, and the highest order of human civili- 
zation. 

The immediate present is manifestly an era of tran^- 
tion, in all this region. That State which was the first here 
erected, has just laid aside the organic law which she 
adopted a half century ago, and entered on a new career 
under a Constitution more popular in its forms. The ex- 
ample of Kentucky, Ohio is now about to follow ; and the 
General Assembly of this State will doubtless hold its next 
sittings, under an organic law altogether more popular in 
its provisions, and more suitable for the constitution of a 
free, numerous, and progressive people, than that with 
which we commenced our career, forty-seven years ago. 

The same forward impulse, is influencing the whole of 
this North-West region. Illinois adopted a new Constitu- 
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tion two years ago. Indiana will meet in Couvention in 
October next, and frame an organic law moro promotive 
than the present one, of the gi'eat interests of her people. 
Michigan, erected into a State only fifteen years ago, has 
already outgrown her constitutional garments, and deter- 
mined to try the virtues of new ones, in her future strides 
to greatness. Principles, of popular right and social ne- 
cessity, not recognized when these several States were or- 
ganized, Ue at the bottom of all these changes. 

But it is not in reference to political constitutions alone, 
that this era of transition is manifested. A humaner 
spirit of legislation is seeking to secure to every family 
its Homestead, beyond the contingencies of trade, misfor- 
tune, or chicanery. Attention is also turning every day, 
more and more, to the inequalities of woman in the mari- 
tal state ; and it is not extravagant to hope that ere long, 
to wed will not be to dispossess her of the ownership 
and control of property with which she enters into the 
marriage relation. 

But it would be tedious, and is unneeessarj-, to specif' 
all the various indications given, that a Day is dawning 
upon this North-Westem region, which will come with a 
light that shall penetrate many a poor home that is now 
dark, and a warmth that shall reach and bless its now 
shivering inmates, and a voice that shall sound cheer- 
ingly in their dull and hstless ears, awaking them to a 
just sense of their real dignity and importance in the so- 
cial scale, by proclaiming to them that they are neither 
slaves nor nonentities, but true men and women. 

What, till within a very few years past, the onward- 
coming multitudes have found on arriving here, has been, 
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chiefly, physical sufficiency, great intellectual expertness, 
a degree of moral independence wholly new to them, and 
capacity for almost indefinite extension, either morally, in- 
tellectually, or physie^y. Coming in among us by hun- 
dreds and thousandSj as they now are and for years have 
been, their gentler and fiercer passions, like meadow riv- 
ulets and mountain torrents, mixing in with and modify- 
ing our own, and their art, science and literature, their 
hardhandedness and willingheartedness, and their expe- 
riences of life generally, giving to and receiving fi-om ours 
new impulses and new directions, the whole soon flow to- 
gether m one common stream of Humanity, which will be 
found irresistible by any barriers that may oppose its 
course, and inevitably give new and peculiar aspects to 
the region and the era wherein it holds its way. 

With a land like that upon which our attention has 
been turned, and a people Kke those whose elements I 
have hastily and partially presented, and a time Uke the 
present in the history of Human Progress, to suppose 
that we are here to see but a segment of the old circle 
traveled over again, is to give mankind a place in the 
scale of being lower than that which I have heretofore 
assigned them, and to have an opinion of the designs, 
wisdom, and power of Providence, which I hope never to 
possess. It is my firm belief, that out of the crude 
materials now collected and collecting in this mighty 
North-West — materials that are just now taking forms 
of symmetry, and exhibiting a homogeneousness that has 
not heretofore belonged to them — are to come arts and 
institutions and educations, better fitted for the uses and 
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enjoyments of man, and more promotive of those liigh 
developments that are within the capacities of his nature, 
than anything which the world has yet seen. 

To you, my friends, and to me, in our brief day, wOl 
be permitted but feeble ghmpses of the dawning of the 
"great glory" that is yet to rest upon this region, and 
radiate to the uttermost ends of the earth. As it was 
with the Hebrew of old, who toiled on through many 
years and many sorrows, and reached at last the point 
from which the beauty of the Land of Promise burst 
upon his rapt vision only to close his eyes forever, so 
will it be with us: we shall see "the morning star" of a 
great day for man — we may even behold in the eastern 
sky the red streakings of the gray dawn — but ere the 
rising of the sun himself, which is to usher in the Day 
of Truth, Justice, Mercy, and Love, our eyes will have 
been closed in death. 

It is something, however, to have the FAira that this 
day is to come; and in holding it firm against all discour- 
agements, and cherishing it in the midst of the infidelity 
that surrounds us, we shall find our sufficient reward. 



II. The Conditions of Future Advancement in the 
North-Western States. 

In passing to the second division of my subject, and 
entering upon the consideration of the Conditions of our 
Future Advancement, I must ask you to let your minds 
revert, for an instant, to the picture which, at the outset, 
I drew of this region. Remember its lon^tudinal extent, 
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and the degrees of latitude that it embraces. Cast your 
mental vision over the whole broad domain, as if you 
were looking upon the map that portrays it. See how 
abundantly it is supplied with lakes and rivers; observe 
how compact it is, and of what goodly shape; recollect 
what you know of the fertility of its soU, and the s&la- 
brity of its cHmat«; bethink you of the wonderful exteut 
of its mineral treasures; call to mind what you have seen 
and felt of the strong common sense, the courage, and 
the energies of its people; and, surveying its trade, 
its commerce, its manufactures, its cities, its internal 
improvements, its astonishing physical progress generally, 
contrast what it was fifty years ago, with what it is now. 
And that done, permit me to remind you that its super- 
ficial area is five hundred thousand square miles in extent, 
and that its present population is not less than seven 
millions of souls. And, further, allow me to call your 
attention to the fact, that these seven millions of people 
are the makers of the constitutions under which their 
several state governments are organized, the framers of 
the laws that control them in their relations one to 
another and each to all, and the appointers of their own 
executive officers, their own custodians of the public 
treasures, and their own legislators and judges. And 
when this is through, you have before your minds a 
country, a people, and a social condition, to which, 
especially in the remarkable combination presented, no 
parallel can be shown you, in any country of the earth, 
or any age of. the world. 

But, while the extent, beauty, and fertility of the 
country is admitted, and the numbers and virtues of the 
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people arc not deuied, I may anticipate some objection 
on one point. I may be told that the political institu- 
tions are not so popular as I have represented them to 
be — that the people, to some considerable extent, do 
the things which I have attributed to their direct action, 
through intermediates, who may, and often do, abuse and 
betray the confidence reposed in them. To this I reply, 
that that objection has force only as to practice and the 
past: theory and the future strip it of any further 
pertinence. 

That which the institutions of this region lack, of the 
popular elements, they are fast receiving, /jrfer-mediates 
are rapidly passing away, and z'jH-mediates taking their 
places. That reverence for constitutions and laws, which 
hi^ existed among the people from the time when king- 
craft and priestcraft first bound them in statutoiy chains, 
tUl the nineteenth century, notwithstanding that in their 
name the most flagrant of wrongs have been perpetrated 
against those for whose good they ought to have been 
designed, is now fast (^appearing. And as this vanishes, 
the Chinese walls that have he^ed in ambitious and unprin- 
cipled rulers, and protected them from popular indignation, 
are tumbling about their heads, and proclaiming that 
henceforth there is no safety for them but in Right and 
and Justice. And all this is well. 

No one, I trust, will suppose that I stand here to 
excuse the disregard of laws, or justify infractions of 
constitutions. Happily, in this land, there ai-e orderly 
remedies for all grievances under either the fundamental 
or the statute law. If the latter do not attain the just 
ends oi" legislation, repeal, or amend till it shall. If the 
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former, which answered its purpose in an earlier state of 
society, and when extended over smaller numbers of 
people, is insufficient for present wants, remodel, or sub- 
stitute it whoUy by another. What meets my approba- 
tion, and what I rejoice at, is, that "the sanctity/ of the 
law" is a departing sentiment: for this sentiment has 
hedged in abuses, of the grossest character, from time 
immemoiial; and the wonder now should be, not that it 
has had its day, but that that day has endured so long. 
The form of the law is but ink and parchment: why 
reverence if? The sjiirit of the law is all that is worthy 
of regard: and if this be evil, exorcise it at once; if it be 
good, it has a self-sustaining power that will preserve it, 
and secure its ultimate triumph, though erring reason 
may at times place it under ban. 

The history of mankind does not show that govern- 
ments have been too little respected by the people. On 
the contrary, it shows that they have been too much re- 
spected; that the people have been patient, when pa- 
tience was no longer a virtue — that they have submitted, 
when they ought to have resisted — that they have up- 
held, when they should have overthrown. And all this, 
through a feeling of reverence, carefully inculcated at all 
times, for what has so often been without anything rev- 
erential in its character. Why this deep regai-d for that 
which, in its very nature, is always of today and yester- 
day, and neoer, if man be progressive, of tomorrow ? May 
I ask, What is Government 1 and detain you a moment^ 
while I seek for the reply ? 

The first definition that occurs to me, which is at once 
simple and comprehensive, is, that Government is Rule — 
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a rule — a set of mles, under which men agree to exist — 
to live together in commanities, states, nation'*. As thus 
defined, Government has three distinct elements : form, 
which is its ink and parchment ; principles, which are its 
vital spirit, and the parent of parties, into which they 
project themselves ; and men, who are at the same time 
its object and its motive powers : its object, because it 
was instituted for them ; its motive power';, because it 
was instituted by them, and can be traced back only 
to them, and has no other permanent stimulant or sus- 
tainer of its vital spirit, which but for them would depart 
from it. 

If this analysis be correct, as I think it is, man must 
necessarily be stationary, or Government must necessarily 
be progressive. But that man is not stationary, the in- 
stincts of his nature, the aspirations of his soul, the his- 
tory of his life upon earth, all abundantly show. Neither, 
then, is Government, in its nature, stationary : because it 
is of man and /or man, and before him or after him is not. 
In some form, and for a purpose definite and clear, it tvas 
yesterday, and answered its end. Today the vital spirit, 
its principles, and the motive powers, its men, having outn 
grown and advanced beyond the necessities of yesterday, 
need, demand, and will have, a correspondent growth and 
advance in their institutions. Tomorrow, the old has de- 
parted — the new is here — the need has been supplied — 
and all is well. . Man and Government again go on to- 
gether — both harmonious, both progressive. 

Why, all this being so, do we find progressive move- 
ments exciting alarm in so many breasts ? Why is it 
that change is so resolutely opposed ? Why, I again ask, 
3 



,y Google 



34 

is a respect, amounting almost to sanctity, so studiously 
inculcated, for that which in its very nature, as I think I 
have shown, is always of today and yesterday, and never 
of tomorrow ? It can only he, because the origin and na- 
ture of Government are not understood. Among the pro- 
blems to be worked out, during the next half century, on 
the ground which the last half century has opened and 
prepared for the occupancy and advancement of man, this 
is one. 

With this opposition to change, too — this resistance 
of progressive tendencies ■ — are often heard the most 
earnest and even mournful deprecations of Party. For 
one, I have no fears of parties, if the school be but kept 
open, and the pulpit perform honestly and zealously its 
appropriate office. Let them organize — one, two, three 
— as many as have a good and living principle to cluster 
around. If I am true to myself they wiU not harm me : 
if I am false to any man, and suffer thence, I can have 
no just cause of complaint. And what is true of me, is 
true of aU. I regard Pakty^, indeed, as of the very es- 
sence of Freeidom, and acknowledge no incompatibihty 
whatever between the loftiest patriotism and the firmest 
partizanship. Let us look into this thought a little 
deeper. 

Society exists, and is under certain laws established for 
its welfare. These laws are its rules of action, and make 
themselves felt through what is called Government. In 
operation, this government, which in itself is nothing but 
an abstraction — the parchment and ink of which I have 
spoken — assumes a distinctive, concrete, individual form. 
In the hands of bad administrators, it overlooks some 
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laws, and transcends the power conferred upon it by others. 
A portion of the people — a part of this society — de- 
clare, for certain specified reasons, that the administrators 
are dishonest, that they do not exercise their authority so 
as to secure the general weliare, that the Government is 
made to oppress instead of bless them. They league 
together, and thus become a Party. They embody 
and unite their reasons, and these reasons become their 
Principles. Now, without the Party, where is the vitahty 
of the Principles ? What can they do in their original 
character of simple reasons ? They are mere abstrac- 
tions — almost without form — equally without power. 
StiU, they are Principles ; but Principles without Parties, 
having no active strength with which to effect change, are 
matters of contempt, or, if not so, can be crushed 
under the heel of Government in a moment. But, 
give them the embodiment and strength of party 
adoption and enforcement, and Government at once feels 
their power, denies their correctness, and organizes its 
forces to dispute their establishment and prevent the 
changes at which they aim. Here, then, is another 
Party, with reasons for its organization, which are Us prin- 
ples. Now, notwithstanding that these latter reasons 
have already an embodiment and power, springing as they 
do irom the Government, and supported as they are by 
the authority and patronage of its administrators, still, 
what would they be, wherein would consist their strength 
to resist the calm, deliberate, unfaltering assaults of the 
principles that have declared against them, without taking 
the form, and receiving the life and vigor, of Party? 
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They would be swept before the contending force, as stub- 
ble before the flame. 

It is one of the glories of the Christian dispensatiouj 
that it quickened the seeds of Party, and brought with 
it the elements of civil and religious hbcrty. Out of 
these, chiefly, has grown an instrumentality of human 
freedom, second only to Christianity itself in its power 
to promote the fuU development of man. This instru- 
mentality is the Representative Principle: a principle 
not first perceived under Christianitj', nor first applied on 
the American Continent; hut one to which Christianity 
done has given full scope, and of ■which the American 
Continent only has witnessed the free and enlarged 
application. 

This principle is so important, that without hyperbole 
it may be called the lever of civihzation. By it man 
can upturn the old at will, and make way for the new. 
Through its operation, every new truth that he may 
evolve, every new virtue that he may practice, every new 
sentiment of humanity that may spring up in his breast, 
every new feature of progress that may be discerned in 
the great profound of Thought, can be as instantaneously 
reflected fr-om his political iflsfitutions, as the stars that 
come out upon the sky, one by one, yet a multitudinous 
host, beautiful and holy in thefr light, are reflected from 
the dewdrop, the lake, the ocean beneath. With this 
great principle, applied in its fullness and upheld in its 
purity, institutions are but the periodical embodiments of 
the spirit of progress — the seen forms of felt convic- 
tions — the minutes made, as it were, in the proceedings 
of the Great Convention of Mankind upon Eartli. 
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As profounder tmtlis are perceived, and a higher 
sentiment of reverence for God and his works animates 
the sou] and directs tlie hfe of man, the Kcpresentative 
Principle ^ves to his institutions a new form and a new 
espression. Thus the people are seen in their institu- 
tions, as they ought to be; and thus, as the aspects of 
the people vary, the reflection changes in the institutions, 
and both move forward together, forever harmonious. 

But from all this, let it not for a moment be supposed 
that I look upon the great Experiment in Humanity of 
which I have spoken, as something that is to be made, 
most especially as something that is to succeed, in the 
midst of party turbulence and dishonesty, in the fiice 
of ever-fluctuating policies, and in the presence of capri- 
cious changes of institutions, that leave nothing certain, 
nothing quiet, nothing secure. 

With or without parties, there can be no real devel- 
opment or progress, while turbulence and dishonesty 
inflame men's minds and destroy their confidence. Lines 
of pohcy, be they good or bad, must necessarfly have 
their day, in which to show their fiiU bearings, ajid what 
there is in them, or they will be recurred to again and 
again, by those who had faith in them, and who will 
never be satisfied or quieted till they shall have had 
reasonable trial.* Institutions of government, above all, 
must have time to perform the work for which they are 
established. Capricious changes, for insufficient causes, 
are not to be permitted. When the people advance 
beyond, or fall behind, the point in human or national 
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operation among them, change is legitimate, is necessary, 
and should be sought and made. There are, then, 
absolute thingSj representing positive facts: changes in 
institutions, because there have been changes in the 
people out of whom those institutions grew, and over 
whom they were extended: new rules, adapted to and 
reflecting new conditions. 

All this is reasonable, philosophieal, and in strict 
accordance with the laws which I have endeavored to 
develop. The institutions of government, and the prin- 
ciples of parties, are necessarily, fi:om the very nature of 
things, not of a day, but of an epoch. The changes that 
occur in the progress of nations, rendering thmgs appH- 
cable and indispensable at one tune, inapphcable and 
dispensable at another, are results wrought out with the 
gradual march of civUization, or the rapider movement of 
decadence, and do not belong to the " conclusions " that 
are sometimes "jumped at " in worldly aifairs. 

While, therefore, we are compelled to deny to human 
governments, and the principles that arise under them, 
everything in the nature of perpetuality, we are equally 
compelled to insist on reasonable stability, or all is confu- 
sion : such stabiHty, however, as promotes, instead of re- 
tarding, spiritual development and social progress. 

The new and glorious Experiment in Humanity, then, 
commences here, on the broad fields of the North "West, 
which I have depicted — under Christianity, with that 
great agent, the Representative Principle, in the abiding 
feith that Progress is the order of man through the design 
of God. 
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The faith I have that the Progress of which I speak 
is here to be made, not in a day, or a generation, but in 
a period of time commensurate with a mighty worli, if men 
be but true to the requirements of their nature, and to 
their convictions of right, and feil not in their allegiance 
to the Supreme Disposer of all events, is not a heart-sick 
fancy or a bUnd belief It does not lean for support upon 
the cratch of " Manifest Destiny," nor yet trust to a Kght 
in the hands of that great but unsafe guide about which 
the world has recently beard so much, the " Anglo-Saxon." 
It depends upon conditions clear, sufficient, and absolute, 
the observance or disregard of which wUl just as surely 
bring about its success or failure, as the observance or 
disregard of the laws of mechanism wiU eventuate in the 
success or the failure of any great piece of machinery — 
the clock, or the printing press, or the steam engine. We 
have aU been cognizant of those terrible scenes of havoc 
which occur on the western rivers, and in an instant of 
time spread death and desolation all around. They arc 
called variously "collapsing of flues," "bursting of boil- 
ers," "breaking of steampipes," etc.; but no matter by 
what name they are known, they are just as clearly 
traceable to some neglect, in either the manufecturer, 
the inspector, or the engineer, of the laws of heat, 
expansion, resistance, as the rays of light that fill our 
streets when the night closes dark around us, are trace- 
able to the iron posts that stand by the kerbstones here 
and there, or as the aeriform fluid that becomes light at 
the points of the burners upon the top of those posts, is 
traceable to the gas manufactory that stands on the bank 
of the river. 
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So we have all been witnesses of the building of that 
i structure in the central part of this city, which 
is known as The Cathedral. We saw the earth excavated 
to make place for its foundations. We saw the rocks 
quarried from the hillsides, and hauled down upon the 
plain, of which those foundations consist Then we saw 
the large blocks of Umestone, which were brought from 
the distance of sixty miles in the interior, put down upon 
the site of the building. And since then we have seen 
them laid, block by block, tier above tier, till the building 
has become the most striking piece of masonry in our 
city. Within the past season it sent up the lower part 
of its massive shaft ; withm the next we may hope to 
see the columns arise that are to give it comeliness and 
iinish. But incomplete as it is, it has been a work of 
long toil. And there it stands, whether it shall finally 
be admired for its beauty, or condemned for its archi- 
tecture, a plain, sufficient, absolute evidence of one 
thing: a strict observance of the square, the circle, the 
parallelogram, the octagon, of all the laws of Geometry, 
and, with them, of the laws of the mechanical powers. 
Had there been no such observance of those laws, the 
heavy oblong blocks of stone that now form its sides, and 
the symmetrical pillars that in part constitute its tower, 
instead of being where they are, would stiU lie in the 
quarry from which they were taken. And had there 
been no such observance of the laws of geomctiy, the 
earth might have been excavated, and the stone placed 
upon the ground, and the long and hard toil that has 
been performed gone through with, and yet that building 
would not have gone up. A pile of stone and mortar 
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might have been erected, in which a Pagan would be 
willing to sacrifice to his visible idol, or his imaginary 
God; but not a stracture that either Christian or Jew 
would dignify with the name of Temple, or consent to 
enter for the purpose of worship. 

So with the great experiment of Christian Man, which 
I believe is to be made here, chiefly, in the north-east> 
emmost part of this Inland VaUcy. It is an experiment, 
controlled by laws as clear and absolute as those which 
govern the movements of the steam engine, or the 
erection of the Christian temple. And the condition of 
its success or feilure, is the observance or the disregard 
of those laws. Chance will never operate the engine, 
though human ingenuity construct and adjust its different 
parts ever so nicely. Chance wOl never erect the temple, 
though the materials for it he brought upon the ground, 
and human sinews be tested to their utmost for countless 
years. So neither will chance conduct to great and 
glorious issues, the experiment here to be made — here 
now commenced. "Anglo-Saxonism," I admit, is the 
greatest of all the isms — and many of them I believe to 
be great, sneered at though they may be, and are; but 
"Anglo-Saxonism" is only an element of success — an 
agent in the great work here to be achieved — and an 
element and agent, too, terrible under wrong direction, 
and almost as much to be dreaded as prized. Under 
control, it may become to this great experiment m Man- 
hood, what the well-regulated steam engine is to the 
steamboat: but left to itself, trusted in too much, it will 
as certainly lay the whole in ruins, as will the engine 
when the intelligence of man is withdrawn fi-om its care. 
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"Manifest Destiny," also, is a great thing; the greatest 
of all the destinies, ia that it shows itself, is ^'manifest" 
while other destinies axe hidden: but there are eternal 
truths that lie beyond it, to which it must be made 
subordinate — which are its light, its guiding-stars, its 
conditions of success. Controlled by these, it inspires 
the soul of man, fortifies his heart, strengthens his ami — 
invigorates, exalts, fires his whole nature. But relied 
upon implicitly, as in itself conducting to mighty ends, 
it is a blind guide to the blind. Unchain it, and it will 
start off with a movement of unequaled majesty and 
strength. But soon the shadows gather upon its way, 
and close around it dark and dread. StQl it moves on — 
but where? — where? 

Start the majestic locomotive on one of the great 
railways of the age — let it be perfect in all its parts, and 
endow it with the greatest motive power that is possible — 
withdraw the engineer when the sun goes down, that he 
may take his rest. With what majesty it moves ! "Man- 
ifest Destiny" has not superior grandeur. How mighty 
its strength! "Anglo-Saxonism" even might cower at 
its approach. And see! what momentum it gathers, as 
it passes away — away, beyond the sight! But the dusk 
is coming down — the black night now gathers over it — 
still on and on it moves, swifter and swifter, further and 
further, and all is well. But here is uneven land — the 
track diverges — a sudden curve presents itself, and the 
brakes tu^ not manned! Majestically, mightily, wonder- 
fiiily, it winds around the base of that hill. There is no 
eye to see it, save its own; but thus it is done: done 
in that deep darkness, with none to direct — none to 
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control! And all is safe. What a triumph of human 
genius and skill! Surely man is a god, thus to create 
and endow! But yonder, accident or design has placed 
an obstruction, and there is no one to sound the alarm. 
In an instant it is reached — and hark! There is a 
crash — a terrible leap of the huge monster — an explo- 
sion that shakes the earth, and wakes the echoes of the 
lone forest and the deep midnight! And now the hard 
hoofs of the mighty animal paw the startled ground — its 
iron horns gore the opposing bank — it rears, pitches, 
foams with rage — it heaves a last groan, fells over on its 
side, shivers, and is silent — a dread wTeck, amid the 
darkness into which it had hastened alone, without 
guidance, without control. 

And this types, better than anything else of which I 
can conceive, that "Manifest Destiny" about which so 
much is heard, and in which so many profess faith, if it 
be not subjected to the moral laws that may govern it — 
if it be not steadily and carefully watched — if those 
whose business it is to use it for wise ends, to direct it to 
great issues, retire fiom their vigils, either when the sun 
is low or when it is high, that they may take then- rest. 

And now— What, specifically, are the conditions of 
success with the great experiment in Humanity that is 
here to be made? To an intelligent view, they must be 
of a twofold nature — material, and moral. One of the 
first and most important of them, is entirely physical. 
It presupposes the existence of a territory of sufiicient 
extent for so grand an experiment, having in and upon 
and under its soil, all that the physical wants of man 
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outlets, with avenues of interior commerce, and with all 
fecilities for production, manufacture, and trade. Then 
the proper climatic influences must exist — and then a 
population must be present commensurate with the mag- 
nitude of an experiment so stupendous and so beautiful. 
After this, the condition is very simple. It is only that, 
to the great field of labor thus provided by the bounty 
of Providence, human intelligence, industry, and skill, 
shall be perseveringly, wisely, and faithfully applied. 

As to the fnst point, the territory which I have 
marked out as the North-West, contains an area greater 
in extent, by nearly one hundred thousand square miles, 
than the combined area of the territories of all Italy, 
France, England, Belgium, and Holland. With an ouUet 
to the Gulf of Mexico like the lower Mississippi — with 
a river like the upper Mississippi coursing through its 
western margin, entirely across from its north to its south 
line — with a river hke the Ohio winding along its south- 
ern margin from near its eastern to near its western 
boundary — with sheets of water on its northern border 
like Lake Michigan and Lake Erie — and with an outlet 
to the Atlantic Ocean hke the river and gulf of the St. 
Lawrence, it is unnecessary to expatiate about channels 
of commerce. They are here, and their superiors are not 
to be found in any similar extent of country in the 
world. And to any one who knows, as all of you do, 
how numerous are the smaller streams that course this 
territory in all directions, how rich the soil is through 
which they run, how exhaustless is the wood that clothes 
the land everyivherc, and how far beyond computation are 
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the mineral treasures that he just hcueath the sur^ce, 
equally unnecessary is it to undertake to show, that here 
are aU the facilities for production, manufecture, and 
trade — all that the physical wants of man can require, 
though the hiUs and valleys of the North-West should 
become as thickly peopled as were those of Judea when 
the Sayiour walked with his Disciples, and though it should 
take eighteen and a half centuries more to complete the 
grand cycle from the hiith of Christ to the full and final 
establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven upon Earth. 

That the climatic influences of this region arc such as 
fevor production, invite emigration and settlement, and 
promise a dense population, I think I showed so satisfac- 
torily in the early part of this discourse, as to render 
unnecessary any fiirther argument upon that point. If 
the past be any criterion at all by which to judge of the 
foture, or if climatic influences be only half that I claim 
for them, there can be no doubt whatever that this region 
is to possess the numiers, to try that great experiment in 
Humanity which I think is here to be made. 

In Europe, Belgium has a population of three hundred 
and twenty-three persons to the square mile. Take this 
ratio, and apply it to the five hundred thousand square 
■ miles of which the North-West consists : and what popula- 
tion will that give for this region? One hundred and sixty- 
one millions five hundred thousand, precisely! Or take 
the much lower ratio of France, which is one hundred 
and sixty-seven persons to the square nule, and what does 
that give as a fiiture population for this region? Even 
that gives eighty-three miUions five hundred thousand. 
But a feirer measure than either, of the capacity of the 
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North-West to sustain numbers, will be found by taking 
tbe mean of Belgium, France, England, Holland, and 
Italy.* These several countries have an aggregate terri- 
torial superficies more than four fifths as large as that of 
the North-West, and present various points to justify the 
taking of the measure of their present population as that 
of our prospective population. The mean average num- 
ber of inhabitants to the square mUe, in those five 
countries, is two hundred and fifty-two. Taking them thus 
together, no one will pretend that they have any natural 
qualities, by which they can sustain more persons to the 
square mile than can be sustained in the several states of 
our North-West, taking these all together. Measuring the 
fiiture population of this region, then, by the present popu- 
tion of those countries, what is it to be? One hundred 
and twenty-sis milHons! Nothing less. 

The great physical condition, then, upon which I have 
risked the success of the experiment-, seems perfect. We 
have found the extent and character of territory required; 
we have found the food and clothing; we have found the 
materials and the means of manufacture, the channels of 
trade, the chmatic influences; we have found all that the 
physical wants of man can require; and, finally, we have 
fouTid tlie mm. That they will neglect to apply, to this 
magnificent heritage, perseveringly, wisely, and faithfully, 
their best intelhgence, industry, and sldll, there is no 
reason to suppose. On the contrary, the physiological 
influences of the different currents of blood that run 
mingling in their veins, the incentives to exertion, the 
high rewards of toil, all the facts of their history, and all 
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to strengthen the prohabiMties that they will give the 
best energies of their nature to this great field of labor, 
as to carry those probabihties so near to a clear certainty, 
that no argument upon the point is needed. 

The moral conditions of success in the battle which 
man is here to wage against Selfishness, and Hate, and 
Passion' — against all forms of arbitraiy Power and all 
shapes of ingulphing Sin— are many. The chief of 
them, however, are so sunplc, so clear, so easily compre- 
hended, that he who runs may read and understand them. 
They are — Fidelity to convictions of Right; a fiiithful 
discharge of Duty in all the relations of hfe; Truth, 
Justice, Mercy, and Love. To observe these conditions, 
man has much, not to learn, but to unlearn. 

Ere he can act with fidehty to h^ convictions of 
sight, he must forget the art of compromising, either with 
his conscience, his party, or his creed. That which, after 
he has used in its examination all the powers of his 
reason and all the feehngs of his heart, stands up before 
him as the right, to him is right, no matter what it may 
be to another. If he suffers himself to be driven from 
it hy his pariy, or his church, he is a coward; if he seeks 
to please another, and to satisfy his own conscience, at 
the same time, by surrendering half and retaining half, 
he is untrue to all whom it may affect, and untrue to 
principle; if he carelessly abandon it, he is worse still, for 
then he is false to himself and false to his Maker who 
gave him instincts, and reason, and a free will, for use. 
He who is untrue to others, may be pitied for his 
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weakness or his sin; but for him who is untrue to 
himself who suffers his convictions to sleep, who aban- 
dons the right to its fate, there is no measure of 
contempt too great. 

The faithful discharge of Duty in the different rela- 
tions of hfe, viewed simply as a philosophical problem, 
would seem to be one of easy solution. Looked at in 
this way, Duly is merely the observance of certain 
obligations, some of which are assumed voluntarily by 
the individual, others of which are imposed by society 
for the general good, and acquiesced in by the individual 
because he finds it more convenient to discharge them 
than to disregard them. Those obligations which he 
assumes voluntarily, it is supposed, of course, he is 
prepared to discharge willingly: those that are imposed 
by society, and only acquiesced in by him, he is bound 
to discharge so long as he acquiesces, and no longer. In 
repudiating them, however, unless with the consent of 
the imposing power, it is incumbent upon him either to 
remove himself, voluntarily, beyond the society in which 
they are discharged by others, or quietly to submit to 
the penalties declared for their nonobservance. Without 
this, there can be no peaceful and prosperous organization 
of society; and with this, society must concede to the 
individual the privilege of seeking redress, for the things 
which be esteems a grievance, in ail lawfiil ways, even to 
the entire abrogation of the usages in which he has 



This view of Duty is simple, comprehensive, and 
clear. The discharge of the obhgations of life, under it, 
is plain and easy, but attainable only by unlearning the 



,y Google 



49 

lessons of the nursery, the head-strong practices of youth, 
and the settled habits that now so commonly characterize 
mature years. What man voluntarily undertakes to do, 
he must be supposed to understand: what society requires 
him to do, it is bound to make plain. Here the excuse 
that springs from doiM is taken away, and the obHgations 
of life must either be promptly discharged, or openly 
disregarded. For anything like a contrardistinguishing 
description of the two classes of obhgations, the volun- 
tary and the imposed, I have not now time; nor have I, 
to present practical examples of the faithfiil discharge of 
the one, or of obedience or resistance to the other. 

Before the inculcations of Truth, the sense of Justice, 
the quality of Mercy, and the beauty of love, can exert 
upon human character and social institutions their legit- 
imate influences, man has also much to unlearn. It is 
not from ignorance of the obligations which these impose, 
that felsehood, and oppression, and cruelty, and hate, 
blacken and embitter life — making soHtary the ways that 
should be lighted by beaming eyes and lined with happy 
feces — bringing the discords of hell where should be 
heard only the angelic music of heaven echoing from 
human hearts; but from a too affluent knowledge — a 
knowledge of evil that has become a habit, a habit that 
has grown to be an overshadowing presence, a presence 
that chills, darkens, and excludes Truth, Justice, Mercy, 
and Love. 

It is not now, as it was in earlier and dsffker ages, 

when the knowledge of good came to men tardily, and in 

uncertain gleams. Truth then had to struggle through 

the mists of error and superstition, and came in momen- 

4 
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tary flashes, now from this direction and anon from that, 
as the light of stars struggles down to earth when the 
sky is over-clouded, through the openings that are made 
for a moment, now in one part of the heavens and now 
in another. In the day in which the lot of the living is 
cast, there is poured upon the minds and hearts of men, 
from the sacred pages of the Book of God, one perpetual 
stream of Truth, as bright and constant as the flood of 
Hght which the sun pours upon the earth. And while, of 
old, the scattered rays of Light from the Eternal Source, 
were reflected dimly from a few objects, now the Encom- 
passing Glory is flashed every moment from milli ons of 
glittering points: for the printing press has, taken the 
place of the priest, and the steamboat and the locomotive 
perform the old offices of the " beast of burden." It is 
not so much, then, the knowledge of good that is to be 
learned now, as it is the knowledge of evil that is to be 
urdearmd. 

We, who contrast the steamship or the packet of our 
day with the "ship of Alexandria," in which the Apostle 
Paul "sailed slowly many days;" we, who compare the 
means of transportation now possessed with anything 
known to a previous age; we, who look in vain, in the 
past of all time, for that which may be presented as an 
equivalent for the locomotive, or the electric telegraph; 
we, who have the printing press, and contend that the 
ancient world, before the flood or after the flood, had. no 
agent of civilization at all comparable to this; we, who 
deny the sufficiency of the evidence which is often 
presented, in support of the claim that the lost arts of 
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past centuries at all equal in number or importance the 
arts now known and practiced; have an abiding feith, 
that ■ all progress is not material progress. We see in 
the constant straggles of man for a truer freedom and a 
. higher life, evidence of an indwelKng power to achieve 
and enjoy them. We see in the gradual but certain 
spread of Gospel Truth, and the pahng of the sacrificial 
fires of Paganism before its light, indications too strong 
to be resisted, that through the mission of Christ the 
nations of all the earth are yet to come to a knowledge 
of the Trae God. We see in the weak governments of 
Asia and the tottering thrones of Europe, "the beginning 
of the end" of countless ages of oppression. We see in 
the mighty stream of humanity that pours unceasing 
from the shores of the Old World to the shores of the 
New, evidences that here is to be made the next great 
advance in the political and spiritual freedom of man. 
And on this continent we behold such a continuous 
march toward the immediate region of country which we 
have had under view, as to indicate this as the chosen 
land of the new experiment — the brilliant center from 
which are to radiate the glorious beams of a truer 
civOization than has yet blessed the hopes of man. 

All this, my friends, may be called a delusion — 
beautifiil and dazzhng, but unsubstantial as a dream. 
Contemplating, with the full strength of my mind, the 
purposes of God in the creation of man — recollecting, as 
they have fidlen upon my heart from the inspired volume, 
the promises of the Saviour — looking back along the 
course of authentic history, and scanning well its admitted 
truths, I see everything to strengthen my hope, and but 
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little to shake my faith- To rcaUze this great hope, 
howevetj those who possess it must trust to no vaunted 
destiny — must lean on no pretensive ism. On the bnght 
pages of revealed truth, in the thick tomes of written 
philosophy, beside the long, broad track of the world's ■ 
history, nothing is more plainly written, than that man 
must depend upon himself His days are few, it is kue, 
and his arm is feeble; but the Voice that spake to Moses 
from the burning bush, still echoes from the hUls of 
Judea, where it spake again from a human form; and 
the Light that came out of Naaareth, and shone to all 
the world, is still with the sons of man — a greater guide 
than the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire. Men may 
turn from that Voice, to the flattering voice of destiny, 
and rush madly to ruin, even whde they hsten; or they 
may avert their eyes from that calm, steady Light, and 
fix them upon the fkming ism that blazes for its day, 
and perish with it in the darkness that succeeds. Not 
so with those who listen to tliat Voice, and walk in the 
radiance of that Eternal Light — trusting, after this, each 
to the freedom of his own soul, the might of his own arm, 
and the power of his own will. 

Human ingenuity is fiiiiitftil in expedients to reform 
the world. One scheme seeks to do it by a sort of politico- 
physiological shding scale, which shall prevent people 
from coming into the world fester than there is just so 
much food ready for them to eat, just so much clothing 
ready for them to wear, and just so much work ready for 
them to do — whUe another scheme expects to attain the 
same end, in part at least, by preventing people from 
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going out of the world, when they have forfeited the tight 
to curse society longer with their presence and their 
crimes, through an aholition of the death penaltj'. A 
third scheme seeks to cure the evils of the world, by a 
new order of society, laid off with the precision of a geo- 
metrical sho'wplatc, by the aid of the mental rule and 
compass, into orders, spheres, harmonies, sections, and 
other divisions and subdivisions almost numberless — 
while a fourth would destroy all society, by an abrogation 
of all government. A fifth scheme looks to an " oi^ani- 
zation of labor," in opposition to combinations of capital, 
as the grand moral and social panacea — while a sixth 
would cure aU iEs by a general division of property, 
brought about through the enactment into law of " a new 
and polite method of robbing one's neighbors." 

In most of these schemes, now, as weH as in others 
■which modern philanthropy has suggested, I recognize a 
humane spirit, and a sincere desire to do good. There 
are few of them, indeed, which do not possess curative 
qualities. The leading difficulty with them is, it seems to 
jne, first that they do not careflilly enough calculate how 
much man has to unlearn of the past, before they can be 
adapted to his present condition ; and, second, that they 
attempt too much, and failing to accomplish what they 
have led the world to look for, bring themselves into irre- 
trievable discredit. And then, as they are successively 
abandoned, for the time, or hngeringly die out, a univer- 
sal kiss bursts fi-om the hvid and quivering lips of fast- 
anchored Conservatism, in the pauses of which can be 
distinguished the words "enthusiasts," "infidels," "dupes," 
'^madmen," and the like. 
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But a true Progressive Spirit never quails Irefore this 
uproar, as ifc never shrinks from the duty of trying again. 
It sees ignorance, and poverty, and suffering all around' — 
it sees the ahle body and the willing soul atrugghng 
in a darkness and a sorrow that overwhelm both — it sees 
man a hard taskmaster, and his brother an unwUhng ser- 
vant ; and these things it seeks to change. And change 
them it will, in the follness of its time, and under the 
guidance of God, if man will only dare to be himself, — if he 
wiU only act truly from his own unpulses — if he will only 
obey the dictates of his own heart and the suggestions of 
his own reason — if he wUl only have the firmness to stand 
alone, and the boldness to proclaim the right and the duty of 
isolation — if he will only assert and maintain that the Indi- 
vidual man,as such, is something more and something better 
than the absolved member of a clique, a party, or a church. 

Ho must guard, however, against what is manifestly 
one of the weaknesses, and I fear one of the sins, of our 
day : the pride of being ranked as a Reformer. Names 
make not tilings, though things will make themselves 
names. He must guard, also, against the weakness of 
favoring every scheme of reform as a scheme of good. 
And, above all, he must close the avenues to his ears and 
his heart, against that puUng ery of philanthropy, which 
now spreads upon every breeze. Many a good word 
reaches us all, from the pulpit and the press, from the fo- 
rum and the legislative hall — many a good word for the 
masses of mankind. But with them all comes many " a 
poisonous distillment " — many an utterance which is but 
the breath of ambition, the coinage of selfishness. We 
must none of us forget that once "there was a day when 
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the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan came also among them." Nor must we 
cease for one moment to remember, that at another time, 
of the Twelve who sat at meat with the Sayiour, one was 
Judas, "who also betrayed him." 

Of the want of that bold, distinct, individual charac- 
ter, which I insist man must attain before he can be true 
either to others or to himself, examples are afforded us 
every day, in the servility with which men suffer their 
minds to be shackled by their church, and then- minds 
and bodies both to be yoked and driven about by their 
parties. Of the absence of a strong, controlling, practical 
character, in most of the schemes of reform brought before 
the world, examples abundant have been furnished, in the 
signal failures of those that have been tried in our own coun- 
try, as well as in Europe. Of the want of adaptation in 
these schemes, to the condition of things now existing, or 
the want of preparation of men for the apphcation of the 
schemes, examples are afforded almost every day. Two 
presented themselves within the past winter here in our 
own North-West : one of them at St. Louis, where the 
ironraolders struck for higher wages, and stood out ; the 
other at Pittsbui^h, where the puddlers (juit work because 
their employers, under what they thought a condition of 
absolute necessity, reduced their wages. In both cities, 
there were loud complaints about the tyranny of com- 
bined capital — the oppressions of the poor by the rich, 
etc., in all which there was doubtless much truth ; but 
what good did their everlasting talk about it do ? and 
their processions, resolutions, and disturbances ? The 
strikers, especially in Pittsburgh, were long idle — their 



,y Google 



56 

families suffering, their blood getting up to fever heat, 
and they themselves becoming tyrannical, by interfering 
with those who were willing to work at the old wages 
until better could be obtained : yet they did not 
take the first step toward bettering their condition — to- 
ward escaping permanently from the "tyranny of com- 
bined capital " of which they complained, or bracing 
themselves up manfully to resist the "oppression" from 
which they suffered. AU was talk, parade, threat, and 
idleness, until, in Pittsburgh, other puddlers were brought 
from abroad, and employed, when the city became for 
several days the scene of most disgraceful riots, — women, 
the wives and mothers of the strikers, being more con- 
spicuous in them than men, — for the suppression of 
which its whole poUce force was found to be necessary.* 

Both of these cases, now, it seems to me, are provided 
for, had the men been prepared for its reception and 
apphcation, by one of the schemes of reform to which I 
have referred: that which seeks to counterpoise the 
influence of combined capital in the social scale, by the 
power of combined intelligence and muscle. This scheme 
is called "The Organization of Labor;" and a test of its 
practical value is now making at the httie town of Indus- 
try, on the northern bank of the Ohio river, twelve miles 
below Cincinnati, which I hope, and believe, is to meet 
with entire success. Another test of its value, as appli- 
cable to a different branch of labor, is makuig in Boston; 
while in New York the journeymen of several of the 
mechanical branches have recently combined their skill 

* See note II, 
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and industry against the capital and machinery of their 
late employers, and are now their own employers: pur- 
chasing the raw material, working it up, and selling the 
manufactured articles for their own profit, instead of 
selling their lahor for the profit of others. This scheme 
of reform commends itself to all fliends of the laboring 
masses, by its strong common sense, its practical method, 
and its easy applicabihty to a numerous class of indus- 
trial occupations. It has the vigor of a manly thought 
at its foundation, and must stand, if those who seek to 
avail themselves of its advantages continue true, each to 
himself and to his associates. 

This scheme for the "Organization of Labor," so far 
as I am informed, is the first practical Idea, among ail 
the panaceas of modem prescription, that has yet clothed 
itself in the muscles and sinews of a healthy action. I 
bid it Godspeed! — for I have faith in its virtue. It is 
Saul among the embatthng hosts of the Israel of Re- 
form — head and shoulders above any other scheme that 
has yet come to my knowledge, for promoting the inde- 
pendence and lessening the evils of the laboring masses. 
It ^ves a broad and solid basis for one substantial hope 
of a better day for the millions. 

But there are many such hopes. The most stubborn 
moral or political wheelhorse to be found in any church 
or any party in the land, wUl not abuse the evidence of 
bis senses so much, as to deny the material progress of 
the world. And Material Progress can be nothing but 
the outward manifestation of an inward truth — the 
visible correspondence of Spiritual Progress. This it is, 
and nothing else; Just as Christ, in his beautiful nature 
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and his holy life, was the material correspondence of 
the spiritual Word: Just as the Universe, with all its 
magnificence, and might, and glory, is the visible corre- 
spondence of the invisible God. And material progress 
being thus spiritual progress, who can compare the Past 
and the Present, and be without a high and confident 
hope of the i"uturo? 

On the Literature of this age alone, may such a hope 
be built. Never before was there a literature like this — 
so pervaded by the beautiful and the true — so informed 
of the inner life of man — so responsive to the harmonious 
chords of the eternal spirit. It is pre-eminently the 
Literature of Humanity — speaking to and from the 
common heart, as never spake the literature of a past 
age. Leaving fitbled gods and goddesses to wage, as 
they list, their wars of lust, and rapine, and revenge; 
leaving scarcely less fabled heroes to dare the strife of 
ocean and escape from the seductive wUes of imaginary 
Calypsos as they may; leaving adventurous bards and 
lecherous princes to shift for themselves, as best they 
can, among the awful shades and the ehxiling fires of the 
Inferno; it seeks its themes in the world about us, and 
carries to the doubting mind, the agonisied heart, and the 
crushed spirit, the words of truth, and consolation, and 
hope. No home of man is so high or so low, but it will 
pass the threshold and deliver its message of good. It 
carries a light where before was darkness; and where was 
the barrenness of desolation, there it plants the flowers 
of peace and joy. The true man is assured by its les- 
sons, and the false man is goaded by its rebuking spirit 
until he purges himself of his sin. The strong man is 
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taught by it to extend his hand to his tallen brother, and 
the weak man rises nerved by its cheering tones, and 
goes forth with an assured heart and a firm step. 

Bat the whole earth is sick of the wrongs of the 
Past; and from every heart that sits in the shadow 
of a deep sorrow, from every soul that is denied the 
light and the Hberty that belong to it, from every 
nature that has in it one spark of the celestial fire of an 
angeMc spirit, goes out a cry for change : and with this, 
from every battlefield where man pours out his blood for 
freedom, from every assemblage in the broad world that is 
aniniated by a feeling of simple justice, from every spot 
of earth where one individual being, be he a chQd of God 
or a child of the devil, turns his back upon old delusions, 
rends the shackles of hoar Authority, and proclaims 
himself a man, rises up a hope for the Future. In our 
own land only, however, is that mightier influence than 
the sword, that more potent agent even than the press, 
the Represmiative Principle, at work in its full propor- 
tions and its undisguised strength, for the good of 
mankind. And here only, where pohtical institutions 
are a reflex of the people, and where, as the people 
become more and more enlightened, and more and more 
influential, that 'reflex character must become more and 
more perfect, can an inteUigent and a reasonable hope be 
now indulged, of the Progress of Man. 

Changes in institutions are demanded; and changes 
must be had. But here, where constitutions and laws 
are but the spoken and recorded wUl of the people, such 
changes are not to be dreaded, as they may be in ooun- 
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tries where the wreck of "the divine right of kings" has 
still left the people with masters, and where the overthrow 
of one of these only makes room for another, and per- 
haps worse. The Christian dispensation brought to man, 
anew, the elements of spiritual and political freedom, and 
promised him deliverance. Eighteen centuries rolled 
away, and in spite of long ages of superstition, and abused 
power, and gaUing wrong, those elements formed them- 
selves into that great instrumentality of freedom of which 
I have spoken, the Representative Principle; and on a 
new continent, afiir from the seats of old error, this great 
and only guaranty of Civil Liberty was given to man in 
its perfection. Here it is to perform its mission, and 
prepare the way for something higher and better still. 
Man may abuse it, as he has abused eveiy "good and 
perfect gift," but God will preserve it nevertheless, till it 
work out the great problems for which it was given. 

But let us hope that he will not abuse it, and bring 
himself to shame. And here, in this beautiftil land of 
the North-West, which has been given him for his inher- 
itance while that great principle was establishing itself in 
our political institutions and making itself plain to his 
moral perceptions, let us work that he may not abuse it. 
Let us labor to lay the foundations of institutions for the 
future, under which no man, of all over whom they may 
extend, shall suffer wrong at the hand of his brother. 
But to do this, we must lean our ears \o the "still small 
voice" of God, and incline our hearts to the principles 
and practices of his Son. We must see and recognize 
clearly, the conditions upon which our work will prosper — 
the laws of its success — and observe them at all times, 
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and in all places. Neither "Anglo-SaxonJsm," nor any 
other ism, will secure success without; neither "Manifest 
Destiny," nor any other destiny, will excuse or atone for 
disobedience. 

Why can the astronomer, surveying his field in the 
heavens, compute correctly the times and courses of the 
stars, and with unerring certainty, at any moment, point 
his instrument to the places of the constellations ? Be- 
cause they are governed by laws, which are Truth. In 
the same manner, if the high moral and physical laws 
which are Truth to the conscience and the intellect of 
man, at all times influence and govern his movements, 
can the political economist — the moral astronomer — 
compute the times and courses of his progress, and with 
unerring certainty point to the bright constellations in 
his social heaven — Faith, Justice, Mercy, and Love. 

This is an age which, in an eminent degree, inculcates 
the Humanities of Life, and prosecutes inquiries touching 
the condition and prospects of man. Here and there, over 
the whole of Christendom, a clear voice ascends, fiUed with 
interest and hope for the masses of mankind, which at 
once makes sorrowful and glad the hearts of those who 
hear: sorrowful that there should be on earth, where 
there is so much that is good and beautiful, such chilling 
selfishness as is witnessed, such cruel neglect, such bitter 
wrong; glad, that amid the degradation and suffering in 
which so many are overwhelmed, there are those, and not 
a few, who seek out the needy to help them, the weak to 
make them strong, the fallen to lift them up, and the sick, 
in body or in spuit^ to adminLster heahng and consola- 
tion : — sorrowful, again, that man has so parted from the 
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gloiy of his morning, as to find bewildering shadows and 
disheartening obstructions in his way ; glad, again, that 
notwithstanding all doubts and discouragements, all dread 
reaHfcies and all prophetic horrors, there are still hearts, 
and not a few, which hold firmly the faith that all this is 
cot as the good God intended — that it will not thus re- 
main forever — but that the day is coming, and now 
dawns, in which fallen Humanity shall rise, and break 
through the shadows that now encompass it, and clothe 
itself again in the brightness of its morning glory. 

But here and there, with this, goes up a voice filled 
with discouragement. It can recall nothing of the past 
but what is dark, nor foretell anything of the future that 
is not dreary and hopeless. Visiting upon man the doom 
that was denounced against the Serpent, it exclaims, 
"Upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life!" It would take from the 
masses of mankind the hope which that better voice 
rekindled, and doom them to a night that has no star, 
and a sorrow that can see no end but in the grave. This 
voice, I seek not to follow into the "thick darkness and 
palpable inane" through which it sounds. Over the cold 
and barren deserts of life across which it sweeps, I trace 
it not. In the narrow and chill recesses of the hearts 
into which it sinks and wakes an echo, I leave it to die* 
If it speak truly of what is to be, in the near and the for 
future, dear as is Truth to my soul, I do not hesitate to 
say, Let my eyes be sealed to its light, and my ears be 
barred against its entrance, till hope shall be no more. 

Remembering the benign character of the Father of 
All — calling up, in imagination, the pillar of a cloud by 
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day and of a fire liy night, with which ho led his chosen 
people out of physical bondage and conducted them to 
the Land of Promise — bearing in mind that greater 
Messenger than the cloud by day and the fire by night, 
which He sent to lead, not the Jew only but also the 
Gentile, out of a worse than Egyptian bondage, the 
bondage of the soul in the toils of sin and superstition — 
looking at the wonderful manner in which the light 
brought by that great Messenger was preserved through 
long and ingulphing ages of moral darkness, to be again 
a guide to the nations of the earth — seeing, since then, 
thickly scattered all along the path of man's history, 
manifold evidences of Providential care and guidance — 
feehng the undying hope, for a higher and a truer Life, 
that has always dwelt in the human soul' — knowing that 
the Lord God is merciful, and liveth forever, I do not 
despair of a better day for man. 

At all this, learned casuists may shake their heads, 
and ciy "dupe;" cold Conservatism may hug to its bony 
breast the inanimate body of gone ages, and sneer at 
"progress;" skeptics as to good in man may trace with 
long and skinny fingers the dark and devious tracks of 
the Past, and proclaim that in them are to be the courses 
of the Future: it is all one. When hope dies out 
utterly, but not till then, wUl feith in the progressive 
capabilities of man, and the progressive tendencies of 
events, cease and disappear. 

As comes the cloud over the parched land, and the 
rain from the cloud — as comes the green plant out of 
the earth, and the flower out of the plant — as comes 
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the bird with the springtime, and the song with the 
bird — so, it is my faith, will yet come to man the full 
love of the Creator, and with it the Kingdom of Heaven 
upon Earth, 
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NOTES. 



A. FAGE 13. 

The tfirritorul esteiit of eacli of the eight Btatee of the Jloi-tli-Wcst, with that 
o! MinncEota, as appears by the latest Report from the General Land Office at 
Washington, is as follows ; 

Kentucky — admitted in 1799, 37.680 

Ohio — admitted in 1802, - 39,964 

Indiana— admitted in 1816, ... - 33,809 

nUuoia— admitted in 1818, 55,405 

MiBsonri- admitted in 1820, 67,380 

Michigan — admitted in 1837, ... - - 56 243 

Iowa— admitted in 1846, - 50.944 

"Wisconsin— admitted in 1848, - - - 53,924 

Minnesota Territory — erected in 1849, ■ - 83,000 

Strip ot Western Virginia and Weatcni Pennsylvania, say .... 21,651 

Total. 500,000 

The strip of Western Virginia and Western Pennsylvania hei* reten'ed to, comprises 
Dine counties of the former state, and thirteen counties of the latter.— See " Letters 
about The West, from a Citizen of Ohio," in National Era of June 14 and Jnlj 
16, 1849, 

B. FACE 16. 
A few facta will eshibit, as well as a volume, the wonderini growth of Western 
Trade and Commeree. Previous to the year 1800, some eight or ten keelboata, of 
twenty to twenty-five tana each, performed all the carrying trade between Cincin- 
nati and Pittsbnrg. In 1809, the first government vessel appeared on Ifllie Erie. 
In 1811, the first steamboat (the Orleans) was launched at Pittsbnrg. Previous to 
^817, shout twenty barges, averaging one hundred, tons hnrden, comprised all the 
facilities for commercial transportation between New Orleans and the conntry on 
the Ohio river as h^h up as Louisville and Cincinnati. Each of these boats made 
one trip, down and back, between those two places and New Orleans, each year. 
On the upper Ohio, from the Falls to Pittabui^, some one hundred and fifty 
keelboats were employed about 1815— '17. The average size of these was thirty 
tons, and they occupied from sii to seven weeks in making the voj'age both ways. 
In the year 1818, the first steamboat (the Walk-in-the-Wuter) waa built on Lake 
Erie. In 1819, this boat appeared in trips on Lake Huron. In 1896, the waters 
of Michigan were first plowed by the keel of a steamboat, a pleasure trip to Green 
Bay being planned and executed in the summer of this year. In 1832, a steamboat 
first appeared at CMe^o. In 1833, nearly the entire trade ot the Cpper lakes- 
Erie, Huron, and Michigan — was carried on by eleven small aleomboats. — So 
much tor the beginning. 

5 
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In the year 1845, there were upon tie Upper Lakes aiity vessels, mclndii^ 
propollerSj moved bj steam, and three hundred and twenty saOing vessels — the 
former measuring twenty-three thousand tons in the aggregate, and some of tie 
latter carrying one thousand to twelve hundred f«us eaeh. Id 1846, accocding 
to official statements eihibitiag "the consolidated returns ol both ejports and 
imports," the moneyed value of the eommerce of the harbors ol Brio was 
394,358.350 ; on Michigaa, that of CMeago was J3,927,150 ; total, $98,285,500. 
One half of this, it ia supposed, would be a fair average of the »ei moneyed value of 
the commcrco of these hkes for lb46 whith gives |49 142750 The average 
an I al incri^se for the five years previous is shown by the same official docnmeats 
to have been nearly eighteen per cent Supposmg it to have been but ten 
per eenl par annum for the four jcar" since will give $68 799 =i50 as the 
present net money lalue of the eommene of Ene and Mich^an lu the year 
1834 the number of steamboats on the Mississippi and Ohi) mers and their 
tnbutanra nas asceitameS to be two bundled and thirty with an aggregate 
carrying capacitj equal to thirty nine thousand tons In 1''43 the number of 
boats bad incie^sed to about four hundred and fift) and their tonnage to upward 
if one hmdred thousand tons At the present time the entire number of 
cteamboats runnii^ on the Miisissippi and Ohio and then tributaries is more 
probibly over than under sii hundred the a^egate tonnage of »b ch is not ihort 
of one hundred and forty thonaand tons a larger number ot steamboats than 
Lnglaud can claim and i greater steam ccmmeieial marme than that employed 
b) Great Bntam and her dependeniien (See Congressional Reports Hill ' 
btatisties McCuilongh a Gazetteer etc 1 In 1846 Colonel Abert trrm reliable 
data estimated the net value of the trade of the western nvers at $l'*3 609 725 
per year in 1848 Judge Hall stated it at $S30 000 000 in his Statistics and 
while this pamphlet is passing through the press the United States Senate have 
ordered a document to be printed which estimates it at $356233 820 for the 
year 1849 1 The wiiie documput puts the a'rgi pgate vaW ol the vessels employed 
n bi conm Btfl'ifi61 500 

C p GP 11 

The nat onal census soon to be talen wjl prol ably show that the aggregate 
nber of nhal tants w thin the boundaries ot the region denominated The 
North West l neare e ght than seven mdl ons at this time. The last two 
previous enumerat ons w th the weU known rate of ue ease ot this repon, warrant 
tl s concl on The foLowmt, tabulir statement odeed, shows that any other 
conclusion is aim st pass hie 
Population of the five North ^Veste'n static and M ehigan Territory, 

nl830 .... 3998,390 

Ot the tract ons of Western Virginia and Western Pennsylvania re- 
ferred to .... 360,081 

Total population of the North. West in 1830. 2,658,471 



,y Google 



67 

Popnlstion of tlie HJ Norft-'Westeni stafes and two territories in 1840, 4 131,370 

Inci'easeforteu jears, SOpereent. 3,305,096 

Population o£ lie fractious of Western Virginia and Weatera Pcnosyl- 

vauii, in 1840, 484,113 

Increase for ten years, 331^ per cent, 1^1,371 

Told population of tlie North- West, in 1850, 8,081,950 



The following statement shows the separate, as \ 
of the states of the two sections, witK the popnlatior 



Sij. idli'. Pop. 181)0. P. 

North Carolina. 45,50(1 478103 

South Carolina, 98.0(10 345,591 

Geo.?ia, 5B,000 163,101 J 

Totals, 131,500 985.795 2,i 

A^r^te population in the year 1800, 985,795; or nearly 7)^ to the squa 
Increase in forty years, 1.053,414; or nearly 107 per eent. 



Maasachnett. 1252 423.245 737.699 

fe^nt 8.WH> 154 465 291.948 

k" Yovk 46 000 586.756 3,498,991 

pHinsUranii 47,000 609,365 1,794,033 

N^Wr 6,851 211.949 373.306 

M^C 11^000 341.548 470,019 

Total 130,853 3.571,330 6,335,904 

Acgrpgali. population m the year 1800 3 571,330; or 19J^ to tlic square mile. 

Incna»e ra tortj j cars, 3,764 574 , or 146 per cent. 



This quantity is obtained in the following manner: Souti of the parallel 
thirty.Mi degrees thirty niinntes lie the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, Alabama, Missisappi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Teias— 
tsn in all, embracing a superficial area of 755,310 sqnare miles. Norti of it Ue 
the remaining twenty states, eontaining a superficial area of 635.348 sqnare miles. 
But since this repoit was published, has been erected the territory of Minnesota, 
with a superficial area of 83,000 square miles. This belongs to, and swells the 
eiteut of, the northern division. One siith of the tenitorj- set down as belonging 
to Teias — say 54,953 sqiinrc mile?, lying between the Arltanais and tie Canadian 
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rivers — may, without any violence, be wrested from tlat connection. This taken, 
diminiiJies the cstent e£ tlie soufhcrr, division. Now, by adding Minnesota to the 
aggrt^te as set forth in the Land Office Keporti, and dednoting one siith ot Texas 
therefrom, we have, as the cntii^e rateiit of oi^:>inized teiTJtory in the United States, 
1,419,405 square miles: of wlilcli 701,057 ie the praportion ot tie soHthem 
division, and 718,348 that of the northern division, Arranged in tabnlar form, 
that they may strike the eye at a glance, these quantities prraent themselves J 
follows ; 



T.T--...- '^ *5':'1'«T. in sqasre miles, i,4i9,405 

jNortnern division, ------.--..._,_ 713 ^a 

Southern divMon, ".".".". 70l',057 

Une hall of theaggn^ale terntorj-, -■-.-..>.. 709702 

Noi'tJiern division more than hall' ' . ' . g'g4g 

Sonthem diviaon less than half, 8 645 



P. PAGE 25. 
Of the immense public domain of tha United Slates remaining unsold and 
unappropriated on the 1st of January, 1847, 245,913,343 acres lay within the 
limits of twelve of the organized statea. These states are all wrat of the fourth 
pai-allel of bngitude west from Washington City, seven of them b«ng north of 
thirty-aij d^'ees thirty minntts, and five south of that line. The following table 
shoH-s in the first column ot f^crea the complete areas of these states, in the second 
column the amount of the public lands unsold iu wicb, and in the tbiiA the quantity 
located on bouutj Und warrants to the 1st of January, 1849, under (he act of 
February U, 1847 : 

Complete ttren. Psiilic tandt. 7^^* 

^^i" 95,576 960 807 556 "49,4^9 

i°™^' 21.637 .760 3 371,730 189 540 

"'""»*'. 35,459.200 14 998.937 683,700 

Z'^^'^' 43.123 200 29.436 942 307 200 

Michigan, 35 995 530 95.057.704 99 920 

J^'si:™™. 34 511.360 27;431,029 736 OBO 

lo'-a, 33,584 960 28.368,436 462 360 

Northern division, ^g 888,960 129.372,334 2358229 

Alabama, 32 469,080 17.450 566 19160 

Mistassippi, ,S0174080 14396430 16840 

Louisiana, 29.715.840 23.469.018 76 720 

Atitansas, 33 406,720 27;464.603 62400 

Flonila, 37.931,520 33,837,392 ' 80 

Sonthem division, 163,690,240 116.541,000 175 200 

Totals, 399579.200 245,913,343 3,533,429 

From January 1 to October 1, 1649 — nine months — an aggi-cgaie of 9491.971 
additional acres iras locateii ; but I have not at himd the means of determining the 
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relative proportions in the two sectional dividioiia. This laakcs a total of lofiBlions, 
on military land warranta issueil eiiite the Mesictin war, amouuting to 5,025,400 
aereB — froni eight to nine tenths of which., it is fair to asaume from the foregoing 
data, has been selected in the Notth-'WcBt. 

¥. fiOE 37. 
A forcible illnstration of the truth of this remark, is aliorded by the histories of 
adminiatrative measnrcs under onr National Government, and many of our Slate 
Govommenta. I need do nothing more than refer to the questions of the Tariff, 
Internal Improvements, and a United States Bank, to give b;q idea of how much las 
been lost to national prosperity, dignity, and qniet, and gained to partisan bitterness 
and demagogical cant, by the chaugii^ predominance of parties, nhich for so long a 
period m our hiatory prevented either of these great measures of policy from 
remamrag seliled long enough to vindicate its clainis to general respect and 
confidence or to show that it was neither promotive of the welfare of the people, 
nor nece«Bary to our national ilcrclopmcnt. A t'nited Slates Bank has been 
declared by high anthoi-ity, and, indeed, now is, "an obsolete idea;" bnt tie 
quebtion of eitending governmental aid to objects of intornsl improvement, is yet 
an jpen one ; and tlie policy of protccling against European competition, and thus 
promotii^ objects of domestic industry, after having been dihcnaaed every year 
for nearly a half century, in the national congress, in the state legislatures, in 
popular meetings, in hooks, addressra, reports, and newspapers, seems now further 
from being settled tian it was twentv-five years ago So ol otter great national 
mcaa es nhi htisntn sa t pif 

In Ohi th p li f pern tt ^ local b nk t a p per currency has 

ag tat 1 th ntir p pi f b tate £ a qu t fa tury, and is yet 
und t mined U ocai.y f ha t i banf. anl a n all n te circulation, oa 
one ! and pposit n to n both ou th tli ha t a period of ten or 
tw 1 ears at lea.t n t tut d th h f and at p Is th nly, nranilions of 
party warfare At one election one of the two great parlies has succeeded in 
obt g ma| tintblglt tth t election, or the dettion 

f 11 g th t th th has er d niaj ty so that the two party cries, 
D w th th b k I p h ti hank have triumphed on nearly 

al t ears k pmg p aim t a- g tement and uneertamty, and 
pd gcotmlh fs thlcgsll fth state upon this subject. It 
laassnmmg littl t say th t had th poh y f malt ote currency been definitely 
teitled tor any penod of ten years, and the months of boti "hai'd" and "soft" 
demagogues been thus closed for that length of time, banks of circulation wonld 
either ha^c effectually "used themselves up" in public estimation, or tie policy 
of a paper currency, and the insufficiency of a specie currency, have become so 
fully apparent to the people, as to make a final settlement of tfiis question. As 
things have happened, however, one party has tegnlarly succeeded to power, just 
in time to pi'event tie other from cutting its throat with this "bank question; " 
and at the present time the policy of the stale, in this particular, is quite as 
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nncertsin as it haa been at almost any previous period. No selierae tliat lias been 
established, has been permitled to remain undistm-bed long enough either tc show 
its worlUessueas, or vindicate its claims to common ri^urd. 



The separate and united extent snd p p 
accordjng ta the latest statanents at hand a 



13,000 
905,000 
51.500 



4 200 000 
34 200 000 
15,119 178 

3,000.000 



H 1 



E j6 



YMe this dseourse is runnmg throagh. the p csa I leam that the Pittsburg 
fltnkera have g ne resolnldj and svstematicaUy to worlt, to do good tor 
themselTcs then' tamihes and others About one hundred of them have now 
combiied against tbeir foimer emplo^ero in the onlj legitimate and manly way. 
These it IS stated have ori'inized tbeinselves mto a partnership, and commenced 
the election of an extensive iron manufactory in Mercer county, Pennsylvania, on 
the Erie Estenaion Canal, about fifty miles fi-oni Beaver — an escellent location, 
where all raw materials are easily aceefsible. 
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APPEJfDIX. 



CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. This Society shall be known as the '■ Historieal 
and Philosophical Society of Ohio," and its primary object shall 
be, research in every department of local history ; the collection, 
preservation, and diffusion of whatever may relate to the History, 
Biography, Literature, Philosophy, and Antiquities of America — 
more especially of the State of Ohio, of the "West, and of the 
United States. 

Art. 2. The Society shall consist of corporate, corresponding, 
and honorary members. Corporate members must be residents of 
the State of .Ohio, and shall alone be eligible to vote, and act as 
officers of the Society : corresponding members may reside either 
in Ohio, or neighboring states ; and, as representatives, shall be 
entitled to a seat in its meetings, and to participate in its delibera- 
tions, but not to vote, or hold office: honorary members — of 
whom not more than twelve shall be elected in any one year — 
may be persons eminent for historical, literary, or scientific attain- 
ments, in any part of the world, and shall, ex officio, be entitled to 
all the rights and privileges of corresponding members. 

Art. 3. The officers of this Society shall be, a President, two 
Vice Presidents, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, 
Treasurer, £i/>rarian, and fifteen Curators, all of whom shall be 
chosen annually by ballot, and shall hold office for the term of 
one year, or until their successors shall have been chosen. 
They shall severally perform the duties appertaining to their 
respective offices, and together, constitute an Executive Board, 
which shall meet at least once in each month for the transaction 
of business — shall have povrer to enact bylaws, appropriate 
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funds, receive donations, and shall be charged with the financial 
management and general conduct of the affairs of the Society. 

Art. 4. Candidates for membership, either as corporate, cor- 
responding, or honorary, must be proposed by a member of the 
Society, at a regular meeting ; the name entered upon the Minutes, 
and referred for one month to the Executive Board, unless other- 
wise ordered by the unanimous consent of the members present. 
Election in all cases by ballot; three negatives excluding. 

Art. 6. Each corporate menAer, on subscribing to the Consti- 
tution, shall pay an initiation fee of one dollar; and on or 
before iha first Monday of Deesmber in each year, as annual dues, 
the sum of two dollars, invariably in advance, so long as he shall 
continue a member : provided that the payment of tnmty dollars, 
at any one time after election, shall constitute a. meruber for life, 
and that oi fifty dollars, at any one time after election, aperpei'ual 
membership, fransferrahle on the books of the Society; such 
members retammg the nght to \ote and hold office, unless for- 
feited by removal from the State of Ohio, in which case they 
shall be enrolled and act as corresponding members. 

Art. 6. There shaO be an annual meeting of the Society on 
the first Monday of December, for the election of officers for the 
ensuing year, the reception of annual reports, and the transaction 
of such other business as may be duly presented ; thereafter there 
shall be such meetings of the Society as the Executive Board may 
in each year estabUsh. The annual meeting shall adjourn over to 
the call of the President, which adjourned meeting shall be held 
within a current month in the city of Columbus, the annual report 
of the Executive Board again read, and a copy of the same 
subsequently inclosed to the speakers, respectively, of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: at the same time and pla«e, an 
annua] address shall be delivered by the President, or such 
alternate as may have been appointed by the Executive Board, 
which address may be repeated, by appointment, in the city of 
Cincinnati. 

Art. 7. The library, cabinet, and all other collections of the 
Society, shall be permanently located in the city of Cincinnati, 
subject to such regulations- as the Executive Board may, from 
time to time, ordain and establish. 
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Abt. 8. There shall be no alteration in this Constitution, 
unless the proposed amendments shall have been submitted in 
■writing to the Executive Board, at least one month before an 
ajinual meeting, notice thereof ^ven in one or more daily papers 
of Cincinnati and of the cities of Columhus and Cleveland, and 
then approved and ratified by the vote of three fourths of the 
members present at the next succeeding annual meeting of the 
Society. 



HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF OHIO, 
FOR 1649. 

The Committee appointed by the Historical and Philosophical 
Society of Ohio, to report upon the action of the Society during 
the past year, its present condition, and prospects, beg leave to 
submit the following : 

About the commencement of the year 1849, the Society, with 
its books and archives, was removed from Columbus to Cincinnati, 
in order to form a union with the Historical Society of Cincinnati, 
•which would prove materially advantageous, and advance the 
design and objects of both. The two associations were united. 
An accession to the library of about four hundred volumes was 
thereby attained, about two hundred of which are rare works, and 
of considerable historic value. As the pecuniary resources of the 
Society are limited in extent, few additions to the stock of books 
can be made by purchase ; the collection has, consequently, been 
made up principally by donations. 

Nearly one hundred volumes have been received during the 
past year, among which we may mention: Ancient Monuments 
of the Mississippi Valley, Vol, 1, Smithsonian Contributions to 
Knowledge, from the Smithsonian Institute ; four volumes Anti- 
quitates Americans, from the Society of Northern Antiquaries, 
Stockholm, and seven volumes of their Transactions ; Bertramis's 
Pilgrimage in Europe and America, leading to the discovery of 
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the sources of the Mississippi and Bloody rivers ; History of the 
Jesuit Missions in tlie Mississippi Valley ; twenty-nine volumes 
Executive and Congressional Documents, from tte State Depart- 
ment at Washington, transportation free; with numerous other 
valuahle contributions. Tour Committee regret to state, that, 
■while they have these evidences of liberality from various sources, 
the objects and efforts of the Society are not so fully and 
thoroughly appreciated by the public at large as they certainly 
deserve to be. It is a matter of deep and lasting regret, that our 
early local history should be regarded with so great indifference 
by many of our citisens, while such a great degree of interest 
is taken by the people of other states with a far less eventful 
history, in similar institutions, for the support and advancement 
of which ample provision is also made, in many cases by the 
state government direct. 

The history of our State, and of that hardy and adventurous 
band who first broke the stDlness of her forests, and planted the 
standard of Freedom and Civihaation on her soil, is full of romantic 
interest, without a parallel in the history of mankind. Much that 
is valuable of this character is fast passing away^ — becoming 
extinct and extinguished — much of it remaining in the form of 
oral tradition, and too often dying with the subject himseK, who 
is ever as modest as he has been adventurous and brave. Even 
of that sagacious, trusty, and faithful assemblage of "good men 
and true" who foimed the Constitution of the State, which has 
gone far beyond their most sanguine anticipations, and outgrown 
the original dress prescribed by rigid rule and cautious "metes 
and bounds," but few remain to rejoice in the increased strength 
of the young giant of the West whose infancy they nurtured. 
Although, fortunately for history, many have had justice done 
them by able pens, much of deep and lasting interest in relation 
to that body, as well as other pioneer bands, remains imwritten, 
and unpreserved in any tangible form, 

A volume of *' PiotrEBR History," embracing much interesting 
matter of the nature alluded to, has been published by the Society, 
and has had so wide-spread a circulation that the large edition has 
been already exhausted. A liberal proportion has been distributed 
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to tlie societies of other states, and to various libraries and public 
institutions at home and abroad, and has attracted much attention, 
both from the interesting incident with which it abounds, and tlie 
able manner in which the work is gotten up. We are gratified to 
state, that the manuscript of a similar volume, by the same able 
and industrious pen, embodying the interesting and eventful bio- 
graphical history of the principal settlers and founders of the 
colony at Marietta, illustrated with the portraits of many of the 
subjects, and views of works and places of renown of early times, 
is already in the publisher's hands, and will at no very distant day 
be issued from the press. If sufficient encouragement is offered 
to justify the measure, this will doubtless be followed by a regular 
series of similar publications by the Society. 

At the annual election, held ia accordance with the provisions 
of the Constitution in December last, the following named gentle- 
men were chosen officers of the Society for the ensuing year: 
FresideM, "William D. GALLAfiHEB. 
Vke Presidents, Thomas M. Key, 

Edward D. Mansfield. 
Recording Seereiary, Edwin R. Campbell. 
Corresponding Secretary, A. Randall. 

Treasurer, Robert Buchanah. 
Librarian, G. Williams Kendall. 
With a Board of Curators, twenty in number, chosen from Uie 
State at large. 

At the annual meeting aforesaid, the President of the Society 
was requested to deliver the annual address in the city of Colum- 
bus, before the adjournment of the Legislature, as prescribed by 
the Constitution of the association. 

Your Committee would also state, that the books, archives, 
' and cabinet of the Society have been recently removed to a sui1« 
of rooms in the new building lately erected on the comer of 
Third and Race streets, in Cincinnati, where they are safely 
deposited and conveniently arranged — the rooms being commo- 
dious and well fitted for the Society's meetings. We are still 
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more gratified to state, ttat, tlirough the liberality of a gentleman 
of known public spirit and liberal views, a member of the Society, 
there is a prospect that a haO and rooms, conveniently arranged 
and eligibly located, will be furnished the Society for a term of 
years, free of rent. 

In conclusion, your Committee beg leave to congratulate their 
fellow members, and all interested in the Historical Society, upon 
its healthful and flourishing condition, notwithstanding the obsta- 
cles the institution has encountered. They beg leave also to 
impress upon the Society the propriety of memorializing the 
State Legislature upon the appropriateness of granting the same 
privileges and aid to our association, as is extended to the encour- 
agement of agriculture, and other matters of the like import. 
We respectfully suggest that the President of the Society, on the 
occasion of the dehvery of his annual address at the capital, 
during the session of the Legislature, urge the matter upon the 
serious consideration of the members of that body. 

We trust that the members of the Society, both resident and 
throughout the State, will enter upon their duties with renewed 
zeal, in view of the facts we have taken some pains to collate and 
lay before them. As the work in which they arc engaged should 
be to each and all of us "a labor of love," we should not be 
weary of well doing in such a cause. 

Edwin R. Campbell, 

G. Williams Kendall, 

Osgood Mussey, Commiitee- 
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A HISTORICAL SKETCH 

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES OF OHIO.* 

The Historical and Philosophical Society of Ashtabula County 
wa3 organized in Jujy, 1838, with the following officers: R. W. 
Gi-iswold, President ; Horace Wilder, H. S. Hitchcock, Levi Gay- 
lord, and Huhey Phillips, Vice Presidents ; Piatt R. Spencer, 
Recording Secretary; and Arramel H. Fitch, Corresponding 
Secretary. 

It has diligently sought out everytJiing in relation to the 
history of the county, together with much of the Reserve and 
northern Ohio, making about seven hundred pages of manuscript. 
Several valuable MSS. are in their possession, and a cabinet of 
natural history. 

The Society holds its meetings at Jefferson. 

The Logan Historical Society was organized July 28, 1841. 
Felix Renick, President ; -Jno. S. WiOiams, Secretary. Located 
at Chillicothc. 

The American Pioneer, edited hy Jno. S. Williams, was made 
the organ of the Society, and its pages enriched hy many very 
valuable collections of historical interest. After a severe strugdc 
for two years, the publication was suspended. An attempt is now 
being made to revive the Society, which we hope may prove 
successful. 

The Marietta Historical Association was organized November 
21, 1841, with the following gentlemen as officers: Ephraim 
Cutler, President; Arius Nye, Yice President; Caleb Emerson, 
Corresponding Secretary; Arius S. Nye, Recording Secretary; 
Wm. R. Putnam, John Mills, A. T. Nye, Curatory. It has a 
library of about one hundred and fifty volumes of rare old books, 
and a few volumes of old newspapers, and a quantity of old 
manuscripts, mostly letters. It will probably do something in the 
course of a year, in pursuance of its objects. 

* Minutes, AprQ 19tli — "On motion, James H, Perkina and Q. WilliamB 
Kendall were appointed a comniittee to di-aft a Bketch of the tistorical sojietiea of 
lie stale. " Keport accepted August 6th, and ordered to be printed. 1849. 
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Tte Historical and Geological Society of Norwalk Seminary 
was organized in 1842, by the election of K«v. A. Wilson, Pres- 
ident ; H. Dwight, Esq., Secretary. The Society made a small 
collection of geological specimens, -which are now in the seminary, 
but did nothing in the way of historical collections. It has long 
since been suspended. 

In August, 1844, the Cincinnati Historical Society was organ- 
ized, with the following officers : 

James H. Perkins, President, 

John P. Footb, 

W. D. GALLAeiiER, Vice Presidents. 

E, P. Norton, Recording Secretary, 

Corresponding Secretary. 

R. Buchanan, Treasurer. 

A. Randall, Librarian. 
Who continued in office until 1847, when the following officers 
were chosen : 

D. K, EsTE, President. 
J. P. Footb, 

J. Hall Vice Presidents. 

J. H. Perkins, Recording Secretary. 
J. G. Anthony, Corresponding Secretary, 
A. Randall, Librarian. 
During this year. Dr. Hildreth presented the manuscript of 
his work on the "Pioneer History." 
The officers chosen for 1 848 were : 

W. D. Gallagher, President. 
Ja9. H. Perkiks, 
Chas. WniTTLESBr, 

E. D. Manstjeld, Vice Presidents. 
A. Randall, Secretary and Librarian. 
H. Hall, Treasurer. 

Upon the removal of tbe State Society to Cincinnati, all of the 
books and other property of the Cincinnati Society were presented 
to the former, and its members transferred to it also. 

In 1822, a number of the citizens of Ohio, desirous of pre- 
serving, by a united effort, sufficient material in relation to the 
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history, settlement, and antiquities of the State, were induced to 
apply to the Legislature for an act of incorporation, under the 
name of the Ohio Historical Society. This was granted; but the 
proposed society was never organized. 

Several years aft«r, the project was revived ; and an act was 
passed by the Legislature, February 11, 1831, incorporating the 
Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, located at 
Columbus. This Society was organized December 31, 1831, by 
the election of the following of&cers : 

Bknj. Tappas, President. 

Ebekbzer Lane, 

Ecv. Wm. Pkestok, Vice Presidents. 

Alpred Kblly, Corresponding Secretary. 

P. B. Wilcox, Recording Secretary. 

John W. Campbell, Treasurer. 
Curators, 

G. SWAK, S. P. HiLBRBTH, 

Edward King, B. G. Leonard, 

J. P. KlBTLAND. 

And the adoption of a code of bylaws for the government of the 
Society. 

At the annual meeting held in December, 1832, Benj. Tappan, 
President, dclneted the introdu:,tory address. S. P. Hildreth 
read a commimicition on the subject of Floods in the Ohio river, 
from 1 772 to 1832 inclusne 

The officero for the second ye ii m ere as follows : 
Benj. Tappan, President. 
E. Lake, 

J. 0. Wright, Vice Presidents. 
Alfred Kelly, Corresponding Secretary. 
P. B. Wilcox, Recording Secretary. 
John W. Campcbll, Treasurer. 
Curators, 
James Hogb, A bids N"ye, 

C. B. GoDDARD, J. E. Swan, 

Jos. SULLIVANT. 

At the annual meeting in 1833, Hon. Bbcnezor Lane delivered 
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the annual address. The following gentlemen were elected officers 
for the ensuing year : 

B. Tappan, President. 
E. La'ne, 

J. C. Wkioht, Vice Presidents. 
Alpeed Kelly, Corresponding Secretary. 
P. B, Wilcox, Recording Secretary. 
N". H. SwAYNE, Treasurer. 
Curators, 
M. Z. Keeideb, C. B. GoonARD, 

J. R. Swan, Jos. Sullivakt, 

J. H, James. 
At the annual meeting for 1834, Mr. G. H. Flood pronounced 
a eulogy on the life and labors of Dr. Thos. F. Conner, a deceased 
member of the Society. J. H. James delivered the annual address, 
and Joshua Malin read a paper oa the meteoric phenomena of 
November 13, 1 833. The officers elected for the year were : 
Benj. Tappan, President. 
E. Lane, 

J, C. WmcfHT, Vice Presidents. 
Alfeed Kbllt, Corresponding Secretary. 
P. B. Wilcox, Recording Secretary. 
I. A. Lapham, Treasurer. 
Curators, 
M. Z. Kreidbe, C. B. GonnARD, 

J. RiDGWAY, Jr., Job. Stillivant, 

RoBT. Thompson. 
The ofScers for 1836 were : 

Ebenezer Lane, President. 
J. C. Wright, 

A. Nye, Vice Presidents. 

J. Delapield, Jr., Corresponding S 
P. B. Wilcox, Recording Secretary. 
J. RiDGWAY, Jr., Treasurer. 
Curators, 
R, Thompson, J. Ridoway, Jr., 

J. SuLuvANT, W. M. Awl, 

C. B. Goddard. 
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The Corresponding SecrctaT> wis ordered to '.ubstribc tor 
Rufus's Antiquitates AmeriPante and to procure anj pnnted 
evidence of the existence of the city of Palenqne in South 
America. 

In December, 1837, Hon. I'imothy Walker delivered the 
annual address. Mr. Delafield presented a series of letters from 
the Hon. Jacob Burnet, detmling early scenes in the history of 
Ohio. 

The officers elected were the seme as for the preceding year. 
Part I, TOl. 1, of the Transactions of the Society, was published 
in 1838, containing the act of incorporation and bylaws, list of 
of&cers for 1838, Tappan'a address, James's address. Van Cleve's 
History of the Settlement of Day ton, and a brief dcscriplion of 
Washington county, Ohio, by J. Delafield, Jr. 
Officers for 1B38: 

Jacob Buhnet. President. 
E. Lane, 

J. C. Wright, Vice Presidents. 
J. Delafield, Jr., Corresponding Secretary. 
P. B. Wilcox, Eecording Secretary. 
J. B. TeoMPSOS, Treasurer. 
Curat, irs, 
A. Nye, E- Thompson, 

J. ElDGWAl", Jr., J. SULLIVANT, 

J. W. Aj-drbws. 
Vol. I, Part 11, of "Transactions," was published in 1839, 
containing a series of letters relati-ig to the early settlement of the 
North-West Territory, addressed to J. Delafield, Jr., by Jacob 
Bnmet; Walker's address; a discourse on the abori^nes of the 
Ohio valley, by W. H. Harrison; Perkins's address; an essay on 
the ori^n and progress of political communities, by James T. 
Worthington ; and a fragment of the early history of Ohio, by 
Ariua Nye. 
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The officers for 1839 were : 

J. Burnet, President, 

E. Lane, 

J. C. Wright, Vice Presidents. 

W. D. Oallagher, Corresponding 

P. B. Wilcox, Kecocding Secretary. 

J. B. Thompson, Treasurer. 
Curators, 
J. RiDGWAY, E. TeOMPsoK, 

J. W. Andrews, " Abius Nye, 

J. SULLIVANT. 

For 1840: 

J. BuHNET, President. 
E. Lane, 

T. L. Hamer, Vice Presidents. 
J. L. Miner, Corresponding Secretary. 
J. W. Anbdbws, Recording Secretary. 
J. B. Thompson, Treasurer. 
Curators, 
J. RipGWAY, E. Thompson, 

J. W. AsDREws, Arius N"yE, 

Wm. Wall. 
For 1841; 

J. C. Wbight, President. 
E. Lane, 

T. L. Hamer, Vice Presidents. 
Alphbd Kelly, Corresponding Secretary. 
J. RiDGWAY, Recording Secretary. 
J. B. Thompson, Treasurer. 
Curators, 
R. Thompson, Arius Nye, 

Jos. Sullivant, S. Kash, 

J. RiDGWAY Jr 
A resolution was passed, soliciting the formation of local 
historical societies throughout the state, for the collection of facta 
relative to the civil and natural historj of their distncts 
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Charles Whittlesey delivered an address, relating to the 
espedition of Lord Dunmore, of Virginia, against the Indian 
towns on the Scioto, in 1774. 

The next meeting was held in December, 1844, when fie 
following gentlemen were elected ofBcers for the ensuing year : 
J. Burnet, President. 
J. C. Wmoht, 

E. Lane, Vice Presidents. 

J, SuLLivANi, Corresponding Secretary. 
J. EiCGWAY, Jr., Recording Secretary. 
J. B. Thompson, Treasurer. 
Curators, 

J. SULUVANT, J. RiDGWAY, Jr., 

R. Thompson, Amcs Ntb, 

SiMEOK Nash. 

The next annual meeting was held in December, 1848, and 

adjourned the business to be transaeted, to a meeting to be held 

in the city of Cincinnati, in February, 1849. The members of 

the Cincinnati Historical Society were then elected members ; a 

I of all tiie property of the Cincinnati Historical Society 



The election of officers, for the year 1849, was held March 
20th, and the following gentiemen were elected : 

William D. Gallaohbb, President. 
James H. Perkibs, 
Edward D, MANsriELD, 
Chaklbs Whittlbsey, Vice Presidents. 
RoBBUT BccHANAN, Treasurer, 
And. Rabdall, Corresponding Secretary. 
Samdel B. Munson, Recording Secretary. 
G. Williams Kendall, Librarian. 
General Curators, 
John C- Wrisht, David K. Ebte, 

John P. Foote, Edwin R. Campbbll, 

Restore C. Carter. 
The library is now of respectable size, and contains much 
very rare and valuable historical material, consisting of books, 
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maps, charts, skektes, etc. Tlie "publications" of the Society, 
for 1849, consist of Hildreth's Pioneer History; for 1850, Hil- 
dreth's Biographical Sketches, ijid such others as may be ordered 
by the Society. 

Early in 1860 tlie Conslitu ion of the Society was modified, 
receiving the form it bears at ihe opening of the Appendix, and 
the following gentlemen were ebcted officers : 

Prenident, 

WILLIAM D. GALLAGHER. 

Vice Presidents, 

THOMAS M. KEY, E. D. MANSFIELD. 





Becordiny Secretary, 




EDWIN E. CAMPBELL. 




Corresponding Secretarg, 




A. RANDALL. 




Treasurer, 




ROBERT BUCHANAN. 




lAbrarian., 




G. W. KENDALL. 




Carators, 


Hamilton county. 


J. G. Anthony, Chableb Cist, Geo. T. Wil- 




liamson, S. B. Mdbsob, Geo. Mendenhall. 


Erie 


Ebbnezer Lane. 


Cuyahoga " 


Chas. Whittlesey, J. P. Kibtland. 


Franklin 


S. Med ART. 


Jefferson 


Benjamin Tappan. 


Ross 


Seneca W. Klv. 


Fairfield 


Wm. Mbdill. 


Washington " 


S. P. HlLDKEIH. 


Butler 


James M'Bridb. 


Champaign " 


John H. Jambs. 



The sixty-second anniTCrsary of the first settlement of Ohio (by 
the Ohio Company, at Marietta, April 7, 1788), was commemo- 
rated by the Society, at the Historical Rooms in Cincinnati, on the 
8th of April, 1850 — the 7tb. occurring this year on Sunday. 
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The President's Discourse, herewith published, was dehvered on 
that occasion. 

According to a determination then come to, the Historical and 
Philosophical Society of Ohio will hereafter commemorate the First 
Settlement of the State, every year, by appropriate ceremonies, and 
social festivities. 

Under its present organization, much is expected from this 
Society, in the hitherto mueh-neglected field of western history. 
Hope we, then, that it may present to all, in its truth and beauty, 
the historic field now before it. May it ever be foremost in the 
glorious task of establishing the memory of those high, noble, 
moral principles, which aetuated the men of the creation-mom of 
our republic; and may success crown its purpose "to gather from 
still living witnesses, and preserve for the future annalist, the 
important records of the teeming and romantic Past — to seize, 
while yet warm and glowing, and inscribe upon the page which 
shall be sought hereafter, the bright visions of song, and fair 
images of story, that gild the gloom and lighten the sorrows of 
the ever-fleeting Pkeseut — to search all history with a steady 
eye, sound all philosophy with a careful hand, question all expe- 
rience with a fearless tongue, and thence draw lessons to fit us 
for, Mid light to guide us through, the shadowed, but unknown 

PUTUBB." 
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Valaa'ile Lam Bix>.'cs recently pubiishsd hy H. W. D;rby ^ Co. 

WALKER'S INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN LAW, by 

TiMuniv Walker, (sccuud edition, cjikrgcd and improved). 

[From Judge Story and ProftMor Grccnleif.] 
Wc have waminoa ' TIib IntraJiictJoii 
tnucli caii: ai we could cou^.i^tenCly nlth oi 
appesircJ to u;.tn be a n-uik p -epi.'eil with gi-eat jadipiieat and ubilty, mid eonlaiiis tbe ic- 
ialt ot BDivnd and di5C:-i[uiiialing learning. As a geneisl autlioe of Amei'ican Lavr. it is 
entitled to full publie apprabutioD. and caunot fail to be cmiaeDtly uaefnl to Studeutd. iu 
their first ndvnucis ia p.-ufcasional knoirledge. It supplies n nitut wnich bxn been rxtciitiiely 
felt, Bud is woi-lhi- the roputatifn of the distinifuidiuil author. 

JOSEPH UTOHY, Dean. Pi-oE<B3or of Law. 
SIMEON GItEESLEAF, lioj-a! Pi-ofessor of Uw„ 
Uanra^ Uuivc.-sity, Camb.idgc, 

[From the North Amerimo Review.] 
'■ This book 15 well adapted to lie purposes indicated in its titlepagc. It is an. admiiable 
Fii'it Book for Students ut Law. It ia alao tlioroiit'lily Ame-icnn. The young jniispvadeat 
of our coautry, who is pursuing tliat gladsome ^iht wMeh bis master. Lord Coke iaao 
earnestly coiiiiiiended may ho™ find a book especially written for liimself ; calculated to re- 
move many of those difficulties which pcculia^y beset his path, and conduct Mm at oucc to 
the actual structure of Ameiiean law. 

"Mr. Walker has pvejeiitedaperspienons and condensed view of the vast subject of Amc:!- 
nn Law. Hi* laugiuige has a uuiplicity bordcing on plainness; but it is intelligible a»d 
ip;'e5siic. Wiih more eli^nee. it would be a happy model of stylo for a didactic wo.k, 
parlienlarly for a law book. It is devoid alike ot p.ofcsfional pedantry, and of careful re- 
EiuemBut. but is dii'cct and to the purpaso and cleai'ly eonves's the author's nieaning. The 
)ncaiid ipiiitiif the book a -c such as become one eoiiufry; they areeongeninlHithourf.ee 
istitntions, and onr expanding social chai-acter." 

HOLCOSIBE'S BARTON'S SUIT IN EQUITY, a new and en- 

laT^cd ediliou of " Ba;ton'B Suit in Equity," p^vpared by Jahes P. IIolcohbe, Eoij., autiior 
uf " Introduction to Equity Jntisprudonco." 

This work has been oiiti.-ely re- modeled, so as to suit the practice of the prccsent day. and 
sucli odditional matter incorporated with the oriiriiial tcit. as was necessary to render it a 
impletc outline of plouling and practice in the Courts o£ Chancery. It al^ eoutiuns 
us forms of biUs. ouswcs and decrees; the Ordinances made by the Lord Chancel- 
lor Bacon, for tlic better and moi-c regular administration of justice in the Chnneejy, to be 
d^y observed, saving the pi^ert^tive of tto court ; the Uulei of Practice for (he Omrts of 
Eciuity of the United States promu^ted by the Sup.-cmn Court of the Uuiled Slates; and 
the Orders for the regulation of the practice and p.-ueeediugs iu the Court ot Chaucei- ■'" 

aned in pursuance of ' '" ' '' ....... t _. i a .•_ 

euauce oS the recoini 
lor, Apiil 3, 1823. 

liglnal work, by David HolTman, Eaq., author of " Coone ot Legal Study." 

.. arkobly perspicuous and aaliifaetory outline ot the praclice, in which a: 

eiplainod. analytically and scientifically, the various forms of bills, answera dcmurroii 
picas, and other piweadings, ti-om the institntion to the completion ot suit in Chancery. 
IS preceded by a historical essay on the jurisdiction and objects of Chancer]^ ; the whole i 
— hich is a clear and beauiitnl eaan d'aeil, admiiably ad^ted as ai- int.-n^n ..((..■» tn ili» m..,] 
A practice and pleadings in the Court. It appeared In 1796 an 
high rank amidst the numemna works of late dato," 

McLEAN'S REPORTS. Reports of Cases ai^ued and decided 

in the Ci'cuit Court of the United States, for the 7th Ciivuit. By Jno. McLean, Ci.ciiit 
Judge, 3 vols., S15. 

GILMAN'S DIGEST. Digest of the Supreme Court of the 

Slates ol Indiana and Illinois and the Cii-cmt Courts of the United Statia, for tbe 7th Cir- 
ByCHABLEsGiLBAN, Counsellor at Law. 1vol. $5, 



